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Week Ending Friday, March 16, 2001 


Remarks in Lafayette, Louisiana 
March 9, 200] 


The President. 
I'm sure glad | 
Thank you for coming 


Thank you all very much. 


came here to Louisiana. 
| want to thank you 
all for coming. I want to thank the thousands 
of people who lined the road on the way in 
here. I wish the hangar were 
but thank you all 

First, I want to thank my friend and your 
Mike appreciate his 
friendship. One thing you can say about him 


And 


he stands as my friend, and | appreciate that 


10 times bigger 
so much for being here 


Cavernen. Foster. | 


is, you know where he stands know 
so very much. 

Congress- 
:ppreciate Susie Terrell 
to thank Senator Michot 
Ernie Alexander my 
to thank him. My 
Ernest Johnson, who heads the 
NAAC P. is with us today 
Ernest, 


appreciate ageyh ooksey the 
man who is here. 
who is here. I want 
for being here friend, 


is here: I want friend 
Louisiana 
and I want to thank 
you for coming. 
There is one other fellow, a man who stuck 
his neck out in the course of the campaign. 
You see, happen to have the Re- 
publican label by his name. His name is Dan 
Morrish. He’s a Democrat. He 
and did what he 
And Dan 
thank you for your friendship. 
And it’s great to be here. I tell you, it is 
to make sure | 
the Nation’s Capital on a regular basis. | love 
people in Louisiana. I like the id 


to bring my message 


he doesn’t 


put part 


aside thought was right 5 ie 


the country I'm honored to have 
your support 
important for me vet outside 
a of coming 


to you hope by now 
the people of the country are beginning to 
realize that we all have adopted a common- 
sense message. It's a message ol the people 
t’s a message that understands that the most 
important element of politics are the people 
of this country, the 
who make t 


I get to propose things in Washington. | 


] 
hard-working Americans 
he country go. 
I'm not a member 


don’t get to vote on them 


of the legislative branch. But the biggest in- 
fluence in our Government is the people, and 
I know that. So I’m here today in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, to explain a commonsense budget. 
And if you like you might 


decide to maybe e-mi iil or call some of those 


what you hear, 


who represent you and let them hear from 
you. If you like the commonsense approach 
to how we spend your money, it may make 
sense to pick up the phone or drop a note 
to people who may not see it our way. That’s 
what politics is all about, as far as I'm con- 
cerned; it’s the people’s will. And I'm here 
to talk about the people’s business. And the 
people's business is to bring some fiscal san- 
ity to the budgeting process in Washington, 
DC. 

It starts with understanding this important 
principle, that the surplus is not the ( 
ment’s money; the surplus is the people's 
money. And so what makes sense? Well, what 
makes sense is to set priorities. That's what 


Govern- 


makes sense. Here’s some of my priorities. 
priority; making sure children 
learn is a priority. 5o we increase spending 
at the Education Department. It’s a priority 
of the but in case you might think 
that I forgot where I came from, I'll under- 
stand that the people who can run the schools 
best in Louisiana are not people in Wash- 
ington, DC, but the folks of Louisiana. So 
ve're spending a little more at the Federal 
level, but we’re going to work with Congress 


Education is a 


country, 


to pass power out of Washington to empower 
the local folks, to empower parents and 
teachers to make the right decision for the 
children of the great State of Louisiana. 

The people's health is a priority. Today I 
talked about expanding a number of commu- 
nity health centers around America to make 
sure that the poor are able to get primary 
also want to make it crystal clear in 
- budget I submitted to the Congress that 


care 


- have doubled Medicare spending over a 
10- year period of time, that we're going to 
make the 


commitment that we have made 








$32 


to the elderly. It not only requires more 
spending, which we will do; it also requires 
an attitude of reform that says we'll trust sen- 
iors to make choices for themselves—sen- 
iors—to match their needs with a variety of 
programs, all of which include prescription 
drugs. 

And I want to praise one of your Senators 
from Louisiana. John Breaux and | are going 
to work on this issue. We will spend a lot 
of time making sure that Medicare is prop- 
erly reformed so that the promise we have 
made to our seniors will be a promise that 
will be kept 

here’s a lot of talk about Social Security 
as there should be. The message to the Con- 
We're 
anvthing other than 
we're not going to take the 
money aimed tor Soc ial security and spend 


gress 1S loud and ciear 


not going to 
spe nd payroll taxes on 
Social Security 


i4 
it on anything else 


' 
There’s money in my budget to make sure 


able to keep the peace by making 


1 
that we re 
sure we pay our military IOIKS a good wage 


in the budget tor 


Phe res money 
As a 
called the discretionary spending by 4 per- 


pnorities 
matter of fact, we increased what's 
cent. That’s greater than the rate of inflation 
in Wash- 
they're used to 
The last 
session, they spent your money to the tune 
of 8 percent. It’s like they had a bidding con- 


But it’s not enough for some 


ington, because, vou see 


spending a lot of money up there 


test to see who could get out of town Those 
days are over with 


We will set priorities and fund them. But 
We I] be . 


vise about how we spend your 


money. We don’t want the Federal Govern- 

? 
sloding in growth. We want the Fed- 
] 


lean and efficient and 


ment ex] 
eral Government to be 
focused with your money. And that’s exactly 
what's going to happen with new leadership 
in Washington 

Phere’s a lot of discussion about paying 
down debt 
two types of debt 


. 
of debt 


| want to remind you there are 


there are a lot of types 
but there are two tvpes of debt that 
| worrv about. One is debt at the national 
level. And under the plan | submitted to the 
Congress, we pay down $2 trillion in national 
$2 trillion. It’s the big- 
gest amount of debt repayment ever. There's 


also consumer debt, the credit ¢ ard debt that 


debt over 10 years 
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burdens many of the working families in 
America. Yes, we talk about national debt, 
and we're paying a lot down. But you're fixing 
to hear me tell you, part of the remedy for 
people who have got a lot of credit card debt 
is to make sure people get some of their own 
money back. 

We have met priorities. We grew the 
budget at a reasonable rate, not this fantastic 
rate that exploded during the last session. We 
pay down debt. We protected Social Secu- 
rity. We have also set aside one trillion over 
10 vears for contingencies. 

Who knows what will happen. And so, we 
put one trillion aside. That makes sense. 
That’s common sense to do that, it seems 
like, to me. We may need money for our 
farmers. And I’m going to tell you something 
about agriculture in America. It is an incred- 
ibly important part of our economy. Who 
knows what we'll need monev for. 

So we set aside money to do so but, guess 
what? There’s still money left over. The fun- 
damental question is: What do we do with 
that money? The fundamental question that 
I want Congress to hear from you about is, 
what to do with the money? Do we increase 
the size and scope of the Federal Govern- 
ment? 

Audience members. No-o-o! 

The President. Or do we 
vour own money? 


trust vou with 


Audience members. Yes! 

The President. There's a lot of discussion 
about how to get tax relief. [ worry about 
what's called targeted tax cuts. I worry about 
people sitting around Washington saying, 
‘You re 


you re targe ted out 


targeted in, but oh, by the way, 
It seems like, to me, 
the fairest wav to handle the people’s money 
is to say that everybody who pays taxes ought 
to get relief. The Federal Government ought 
not to try to play favorites. It’s likely people 
in Louisiana may not be considered a tavor- 
ite. You 


CONnCeCTHE 


will be, as far as this President is 
| 


So the plan that was passed out of the 
House—and John, thank you for your sup 
port is fair. It reduces all rates on every- 
body that pays taxes, and it simplifies the 
code. It drops the bottom rate from 15 per- 
cent to 10 percent. It increases the child 


credit from $500 to $1,000 per child. And 
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let me explain to you — Let me explain 
to you why this Tax Code v 

One of the things as the people must 
stand for is fairness in life. 
mother in the State « 
raise two children, 


> have is unfair. 
If you're a single 
f Louisiana trying to 
making 20- 
something thousand dollars a vear, 
code that’s written today 
earn above $22,000, you pay a higher mar- 
gink il rate on that doll: ir than someone 
is successful. You pay nearly 
that dollar, and that’s not right. 
not what America is all about. 
Now, this country stands for 
hard work, not penalizing it. must 
understand and—when we find people work- 
ing the hardest job in America, which is the 
single moms in this country, and 
struggling to get ahead, we o 


and you're 
under the 
for every dollar you 


who 
50 percent on 
And that’s 


rewarding 
And we 


they're 
ought to have a 
Tax Code that welcomes hard work and says, 
“You can access the middle 
can realize your dreams.” 


class, and you 

This plan that passed the House yesterday 
makes this code imminently more fair. 
reduces the top rate. And oh, I know t 
a lot of discussion about that, dropping re 
top rate, but let me tell you why. First, there 
ought to be some principle involved in the 
Tax Code. And this principle is, the Federal 
Government ought to take than a 
third of anybody's check 


It also 


the re 


no more 


And that is, 
the small- 


But there’s another principle. 
our Nation must understand that 
business man and the small-business woman 
is the backbone of job creation. Our Nation 


forget 
that good public policy will encourage entre- 
preneurial spirit in America, encourage the 
growth of the small-business owner 

And we 
businesses are unincorporated; they're sole 
proprietorships. Subchapter S's. 
They pay the high marginal rate. And by cut- 
ting the 39.6 percent to 33 per- 
cent, we send a clear signal that we encour- 


must never forget—we must never 


must also realize that many small 
They re 
rates trom 


age entrepreneurship and small-business 
growth, that we understand—that we 
a loud message to Washington that the role 
but 
an envi- 
ronment in which American risk takers and 
dreamers and people willing to work for a 


send 


wealth, 
the role of Government is to create 


of Government is not to create 


Mar. 
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dream have got a better opportunity to real- 
ize those dreams. 

The plan that we've submitted to the 
United States Congress recognizes that the 
death tax is unfair to Louisiana farmers and 
small-business owners, and we need to get 
rid of the death tax. The plan that I sub- 
mitted to the | 


nizes that when you penalize marriage, we 


Inited States Congress recog- 


send a bad signal about families and the role 
We've submitted 
a good plan, and it’s working its way through 
the system. 


of families in our society. 


It came—a mi ujor portion came out of the 
House, and I want to thank the 10 Demo- 
crats that stood with 100 percent of the Re- 
publicans that spoke on your behalf. And now 
it’s headed to the Senate, and it’s time for 
your voices to be heard. 

Now, | want to give you some ammunition 
if you agree with what I'm saying. Not only 
have we got a budget—in 
other words, we can afford what I’m telling 
can afford it—but that makes eco- 
nomic sense to give people their own money 
back. You see, our economy is beginning to 
sputter a little bit. There are some places 
around the country where people are begin- 
ning to get laid off; economic growth is slow- 
ing down. It is important to act quickly to 
get people their own money back, so you can 


commonsense 


you; we 


spend it and serve as a se ‘cond wind for our 
economy. It makes sense—it makes sense. 
We need it now. And so I appreciate the fact 
that the plan that came out of the House 
will make tax cut retroactive, 
which means when it passes, it’s as if it took 


some of the 


effect on January of this year. 
But there's 
plan is important—-because it sends a signal 


another reason why this tax 
about the priorities of our Government, and 
the priorities of our Government is to trust 
people with their own money. We must send 
a clear message that once we meet our prior- 
ities, the people who can best handle the 
people's money is the people, themselves. 

asked the Anderson family to 


Today I’ve ) 
from Lafayette. We've got 


join us here 


Richard and Jenifer—and first, | want to say 


thev're teachers, and you can’t thank teachers 
enough for being a teacher. And with 
Richard and Jenifer are Jane, Noah, and Sam, 
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their three children, who they love more than 
life 

And the reason I’ve asked them to join us 
is to help make my point, that when we're 
talking about taxes and budgets, it’s more 
than numbers that we’re talking about. We’re 
talking about people's lives. We're talking 
about the fact that this is a plan that under- 
stands that there are a lot of folks working 
hard to get ahead. 

Remember, we haven't had an energy pol- 
icy for a while. And anybody that understands 
that is the people of this part of the world. 
There's a lot of people paying high energy 


bills in 


American families 


America now. It’s like a new tax on 


By the way, we're going 
to have an energy policy, and it starts with 
finding more energy here in America 

But I’m worried about hard-working folks 


like the 


fact that people all across America are paying 


Andersons. I’m worried about the 
high energy bills. I'm worried about the fact 
that a lot of folks have got credit card debt. 
folks—the fact that 


folks are working longer hours. And it seems 


I'm worried about the 


that if you've got a little 


Washington, instead of spending 


let people 


] 
like, to me extra 


money 


it on programs, why don't we 
spe nd their own money 

And so, here are the facts—here are the 
facts. These good folks now pay $4,300 in 
Federal taxes on an annual basis. 
Under our plan they will save $2,600. Oh 


that may 


mcome 


not sound like a lot to some. It’s 


] 


a lot to me, and it’s a lot to the Andersons. 


You see, the principle is, do we want that 
$2,600 that’s their money to begin with to 
go to excess Federal spending, or do we think 
it’s better spent by them? Would we rathe1 
have the Government spend it, or would we 
rather have it for them to save for their chil- 
dren, to meet their priorities? 

I want to tell you what a grandmother said 
the other day in Council Bluffs You 
see, I've been moving around the country, 


And she said 


lot of children and grand hildren go through 


lowa 


making our cas« she’s had a 
her house. and when vou bake cookies and 
you leave them on the table, sure enough, 
they'll be Laughter| That’s kind of 
how I view that $2.600. If you leave it on 


eaten 


the table, sure enough, it will be spent. 


The right thing to do, the fair thing to do, 
the thing to do that’s based upon common 
sense, is to understand whose money it is 
to begin with and to trust the good people 
of America to spend their own money to 
meet their own priorities. 

| have great trust in the American people. 
I can’t tell you what an honor it is to be your 
President and to travel our land and to see 
people come out and wave. It reinvigorates 
my spirit, because it helps me understand, 
yet again, the spirit of America. The true 
greatness of this country does not lie in the 
halls of our governments; the true greatness 
of our country lies in the hearts and souls 
of the American people. 

My job is to represent the folks in Wash- 
ington and to fight for sound budgets and 
tax relief. But my job also is to call upon 
the spirit of this country, is to say to the 
moms and dads of America, “Your most im- 
portant job is to love your children with all 
your heart and all your soul.” It’s to thank 
the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and Boys and 
Girls Club leaders who are teaching our chil- 
dren COMNOnNSeNSe values, the difference be- 
tween right and wrong. It’s to thank those 
folks who, when they see a neighbor in need, 
put their arm around them and say, “What 
can I do to help you, brother or sister? What 
can | do to help you on your walk?” 

No, the greatness of America is our people 
It’s important to trust the people. It’s impor- 
tant to trust the people with their own 
money. But it’s also important for our Presi- 
dent to understand that by rallying the spirit 
of America, we can trust the people to make 
America a compassionate, decent place for 
all of us 


] 
in this land. 


who are fortunate enough to live 


I'm proud to be your President. Thank you 


for coming. God bless 


Nott 
ar at Lafayette Regional Airport. In his remarks, 
to State Senator Michael J. Michot; 
State ntatives Erie Alexander and Dan 
W. “Blade” Morrish; and Suzanne Haik Terrell, 


commissioner, Louisiana Department of Elections 


The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. ina hang 


he referred 
Re pnre sé 


and Registration. This item was not received in 


time tor publication in the appropriate issue 





Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Mar. 12 435 


The President’s Radio Address 
March 10, 2001 


Good morning. On Thursday the House 
of Representatives voted in favor of my tax 
relief plan, a large step toward the first broad 
tax reductions in a generation. The House 
approved the toughest part of my package 
to get passed, reduced tax rates, with the sup- 
port of several Democrats. 

We have made a good start, with the help 
of a lot of Americans who contacted their 
Members of Congress. Thank you all so very 
much. Support for tax relief is building. Now 
I urge the Senate to move quickly, also. 

Our economy is sputtering. 
growth has been stalled. con- 
fidence is falling. We can’t just stand by and 
hope for the best. We must act and act now 
to get ahead 


Economic 
Consumer 


of this problem and blunt or 
And the 


respond is to get more money into the hands 


reverse this slowdown. best way to 
of Americans, who will buy products and 
build businesses and create jobs. We must 
put more fuel into the engine of this econ- 
omy, and that’s what my tax relief package 
will do. 

My overall plan funds important 
priorities like education. It pays down our 
national debt at a record rate. It 
nearly a trillion dollars in a contingency fund 


for future 


budget 


sets aside 


needs and emergencies. And we 
still have surplus money left over for broad, 
fair, responsible tax re ‘lief. 

High tax rates punish hard work and enter- 
prise, values America has always tried to re- 
ward. And high tax rates are particularly 
damaging during an slowdown. 
They act like an 


drag on economic growth. 


economic 
anchor on the 
High 


make a downturn deeper; they can make a 


economy, a 
tax rates can 
slowdown longer. A time of economic stagna- 
tion is exactly the moment when tax relief 
is most urgent. 

Not long ago, the Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve testified before Congress that tax re- 
lief in the past has often come too late to 
boost the economy. 
making tax relief 
new rates will 


This is why I support 
retroactive, 
take 


months ago, on January Ist of this year. 


meaning the 
effect as of 3 
And 


that is why I’m asking Congress to act as soon 


lower 


as possible. 


There’s another reason to act quickly, be- 
cause many families need some help right 
away. A lot of Americans are struggling with 
debt and some have borrowed against their 
homes to repay it. These families could cer- 
tainly use extra money—money that my tax 
relief plan will offer. me a families will buy 
some things they need or save for college 
or retirement. 

Tax relief is good for our economy pre- 
it is good for American fami- 
When millions of families have some 
extra money to save and spend, it helps kick- 
growth. When families 
confident about the economic fu- 
», that future gets brighter for us all. 

| feel the momentum for tax relief every- 
where | Americans 
know our economy needs some immediate 


cisely because 
lies. 
start our economic 
are more 
ture 


travel in this country. 


help. Americans know they are overtaxed and 
overcharged by their Government, and 
Americans are ready for a refund. For all 
these reasons I urge the Congress to deliver 
tax relief now. And I hope you will urge them 
to do the same. 

Thank you for listening. 


Note: The address was recorded at 1:05 p-m. on 
March 8 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 10. The tran- 
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on March 8 but was embargoed 


for release until the broadcast 


Remarks on Arrival at Tyndall Air 
Force Base in Panama City, Florida 
March 12, 2001 


Well, thank you all very much. General 
Ryan, thank you for your hospitality. 1 want 
to thank your base commander. I want to 
thank the command sergeant who greeted 
me at the stairs of the Air Force plane that 
flew me here. The good news is, those pilots 
know what they're doing. 

It is such an honor to be the Commander 
in Chief of the greatest Nation on the face 
of the Earth. I'm proud of the men and 
women who wear our uniform. My job is to 
set a clear mission for the United States mili- 
tary. The mission of the military would be 


to be well prepared to fight and win war and, 
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therefore, prevent war from happening in the 
first place 

Today I’m going to speak to a Rotary Club 
and chamber of commerce event that will 
detail parts of my budget that I submitted 
to the Congress. One part of my budget that 
| submitted to the Congress will be to make 
sure we house our military folks better. 

One part of the budget I submitted to 
Congress is a pay raise for those who wear 
the uniform. I believe by focusing our mis- 
sion, we can improve morale. But | know by 
paying folks more we can improve morale, 
as well 

| look forward to shaking your hands and 
looking you in the eve and thanking you for 
serving America. For those of you who | 
get to look in the eye and say, thanks 
America: Thanks 
America. We're counting on you. Our Nation 


don’t 


for serving for serving 


relies upon you to keep the peace, and we 
will do so 


God bless vou all, and God bless America 


Nott The 


tarmac. In 


on the 
Gen 


President spoke at 11:20 
remarks, he referred to 
Michael E. Ryan, USAF, Chief of Staff; and Brig 
Gen. William F. Hodgkins, USAF, commander 
and M. Set. Karl W. Mevers. USAF. commander 


hiet, 325th Fighter Wing 


acti 
his 


Remarks During a Tour of Senior 
Airman Donnie Bryant’s Home and 
an Exchange With Reporters at 
Tyndall Air Force Base 

March 12, 2001 


The President. Donnie, thanks for having 


us—me, my brother, and about 400 other 
people in your living room 

Airman Bryant. | think this is the most 
I’ve ever had in my living room, sir 

The President. Well, there are some fine 
Americans in your living room 

Airman Bryant. Yes, sir 

The President. Thanks for having us. 

Airman Bryant. Yes, sir 

The President. So, tell us about housing 
here 

Airman Bryant. Housing just 
cently have completed our Redfish Point 


housing, which is the housing right behind 


—we re- 


my house over here, the new housing. | think 


Mar. 
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you may get a chance to drive by and see 
it. 

The President. Right, we are 

Airman Bryant. This is the older housing. 
It’s about 50 years old, built to the standards 
at the time. And these houses are totally 
being refurbished. We have kitchens being 
redone in them. The electric and all the 
plumbing and stuff, some of that’s been taken 
care of. The outside electric has been put 
to an underground system instead of the 
overhead wiring that we had for a long time, 
that actually goes into the house. It saves a 
lot of problems with power problems around 
the house. We still have a few problems with 
plumbing, but I believe they are starting a 
project on that. We've had some plumbers 
pull in out back. But overall— 

The President. Particularly after 
knew General Ryan was coming. 


they 


Airman Bryant. Cleaned it up for you, 
Mr. President. 

But the main thing is, | guess we're trying 
to keep all the houses, the old houses up to 
par and keep everything maintained and 
keep the housing conditions livable. 

The President. That's my mission, as well. 

Airman Bryant. That's where we need 


our money, to keep projects going and to also 


make room for new houses and stuff, as well. 

The President. That’s one of the reasons 
I've come to your house, to highlight my ini- 
tiative that I look forward to working with 
the Air Force on, and base commanders all 
around the country, to refurbish housing and 
build new housing. I do thnk we need for 
a troop to be able to house his family; that’s 
an important part of building morale in the 
military 

Airman Bryant. Yes, sir. It is. 

The President. Thank you for letting us 
Colne by 

Airman Bryant. Thank you, sir, for com- 
ing by 

The President. \We want Chloe to have 
a good roof over her. 

Theresa Bryant. Would you like to see 
her room? 

The President. Sure. Chloe, would you 
show me your room? 

Airman Bryant. Mr. President, I'll show 
you back there. 
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The President. |s 
there? [Laughter] 


everybody going in 
[At this point, the President toured the house 
and then took questions from the press. | 


Tax Cut Legislation 


Q. Can I ask you your response to all those 
Senators that are si ving they expect you to 
compromise on your tax cut pl in? 

The President. Well, there’s 100 opinions 
in the United States Senate, and I respect 
every opinion, but when they listen to what 
the American people want, they're going to 
find out people want some ‘thing, they want 
a tax relief that’s substantial and real. And 
I look forward to working with the Senate. 

Q. Does that mean you are or are not will- 
ing to compromise, sir? 

The President. I'm willing to listen to the 
100 different voices who've got different 
views about where this package ought to go. 
And of course, I'm pleased with what hap- 
pened in the House. And as I've said all 
along, I laid out a plan that I thought was 
the right size to begin with, and look forward 
to working with the Members to get this 
done. And we need to do it in a quick way 
in order to provide a little second wind to 
the economy. 

Q. What about Democrats running ads in 
the State against your tax package but w rap- 
ping that issue around the issue of the Flor- 
ida recount, delivered 
this State, get- 
ting? 

The President. Some of the Democrats 
here want to keep revoting the election. But 
if they would listen to America, they would 
find that 
Secondly, 
spend the surplus on bigger Government. 
And | 
those types of people. 

The American people, when they hear that 
we ve got enough money to meet needs such 
as building housing on military bases or re- 
furbishing housing on military bases, if we 
set priorities and have fiscally sound leader- 
ship in Washington, DC, they will find that 
there is enough money for tax relief. 

And I can understand why some—I mean, 
I don’t understand it, but some people want 
to increase the size of the 


saying your brother 


and now look at what we’re 


Americans want to move forward. 


there are some who would rather 


have an honest disagreement with 


Federal Govern- 
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ment. And if the people that are running 
those ads here in Florida want to travel the 
State and say, “Support us because we want 
to increase the size of the Federal Govern- 
ment,” I think they're going to find a lot of 
people aren't going to listen. 


Thank you all. 


Faith-Based Initiative 

Q. You're not backing down off your faith- 
based program, are you? 

The President. Oh, not at all, no. Our 
faith-based—we've submitted a package to 
the United States Congress. I’m proud of the 
Faith-Based Initiative. There is a lot of bipar- 
tisan support on the Hill. 

And somebody mentioned something 
about an article today. | haven't read it yet. 
But no, we’re moving forward. It’s the right 
thing to do. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


The President. Ok: uy, see you all soon. 


Note: The President spoke 
11:45 a.m. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Jeb Bush of Florida; Gen. Michael E. Ryan, 
USAF, Chief of Staff; and Chloe Bryant, Senior 
Airman Bryant's daughter. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these re- 
marks 


at approximately 


Remarks at the Youth Activities 
Center at Tyndall Air Force Base 


March 12, 2001 


Amy R. Justice. Thank you for coming, 
sir. We're really looking forward to this. 

The President. 1m looking forward to 
hearing from them. But one of the things 
I—my job as the Commander in Chief is to 
boost morale in the military. In order to keep 
the peace, the military must be strong and 
morale has got to be high. And I’ve come 
to talk about base housing. We want to make 
sure people are well housed in the military, 
and there’s some money in my budget to do 
that. 


(At this point, a baby cried. | 


The President. Don't worry about it. Base 
housing’s on the way. [Laughter] 

I got to see new housing, and I got to see 
not-so-new housing. And it was important to 
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do so, and | appreciate the general giving 


me a tour. Anyway, thanks for letting me 
come by 

And by the way, I’m proud to be traveling 
with my brother Jeb. If you've got any prob- 
him laughter and the two 


lems. write 


Congressmen from this area. ¢ 


Bovd 
with us 


ongressman 
Congressman Scarborough are 
Gen ral Mike Ryan 
| appreciate 


and 
And of cours« 
who is from the Joint Chiefs 
you being here, General, as well 

But thank vou all very much for giving me 
1 chance to come. I look forward to hearing 
and its your chance 
1 Chief a 
gestions And I’m interested 

| do 


ies are worned 


what you have to Say 


to give the Commander i: few 


sug- 


' , 
want to say that | know a lot of tami- 
about all the de ployments 


th it take place And we lI honor our commit- 


ments Jut the mission of this military is 
] | 
yoing to be to be ready to Herne and win 


stop Wal 


ni hg 
| ning 


from hapy 


Wace 


n the first | And I think that’s Import unt 
for all of the folks who wear the uniform and 
thei spouses to he il The mission will be 
vell focused, and that’s what we'll be focus- 


take 


] 
and attention on. | 


ng our resources 
, : 
t very seriously becaust ind I believe 
? 1 
strongly that we re going to be able to keep 


the peace It's a noble mission for all of us 
involved vith the nilitar 

Thank you 
No The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. He was 
velcomed by S. Set. Amy R. Just USAI 25th 
Medical Group ~ ip t available for 
erilicat n of the ontent of these remarks 


Remarks to the Rotary Club and 
Chamber of Commerce in Panama 
City 

March 12, 2001 


, _ 
Thank vou all. Sit down 


Well | i 


Thank you for the invitation 


The President. 


" ‘ 
Governor. | Laughte glad I came 


Audience members. \Ve're glad to have 
Laughte 

The President. \t's one of these respon- 
Laught } 


good man he is. The key to 


sive meetings Governor—what a 


our success 1S 


pretty simple: We listen to our mother. And 


Var 
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she is still telling us what to do. I’m listening 
about half the time. 

I appreciate the two | nited States Con- 
gressmen who are here. Joe, thank you very 
much, and Allen, thank you very much, as 
well. I’m honored to have you both here. I’ve 
had some good visits with both of the Mem- 
bers. Sometimes we sometimes we 
don’t 
men is that we’ 
spectful to each other. And that’s what this 


agree 
But the thing about these two 


re going to agree to be re- 


agret 


country wants 


thank the members of the 


want to thank the members of the 


I want to 
Rotary. | 
chamber. | want to thank the economic de- 
velopment folks who gave me an opportunity 
to come and talk about what’s on my mind. 


W alking in, the 


Our slogan is: Create 


man from the Rotary said. 
awareness and take 


ss ] . 
action And that’s exactly why I’m here. | 


vant to create awareness about a common- 
] ) 
bi aget and ask vou to take action to 


SCTISE 
hel ’ $# | 
1eip me vet l passec 
, , } 
It's good to see the leaders of the Florida 
} 1 
members elected to the state- 


wide—on the ticket here in Florida. I want 


all for coming. I know there’s 


i lot of local officials here. I always believe 


the government closest to the people is that 
which governs best. So |] appreciate you all 


} 


being her 


It was honor to go to Tyndall today 
to see the good folks who wear the uniform 
of the United States military, to tell them 
how much | ippreciate their service to the 
country. I'm reminded today of how dan- 


gerous service can be. We lost some service- 


today in Kuwait on a training accident. 


men 


! 
| hope you'll join me in a moment of silence 


for those soldiers and their families 


\t this point, a moment of silence was ob- 


Sserue d 
The President. God bless 


talk about a budget And 
1 lot of talk in Washington about 


I'm here to 
there’s 
budgets. But here’s what I believe. I believe 
the people who can best affect the budget 
are the people who pay the bills in the first 
place the taxpayers of America 

Sometimes it seems like we tend to talk 
to ourselves in Washington. And that’s why 


| like to travel around the country, talking 
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to the people who have got most at stake 
in the budget negotiations that go on in the 
Nation's Capital. 

First, let me tell you that good budgeting 
means setting priorities. And part of my trav- 
els around the country is to explain where 
| think our priorities are. 

It is a priority to make sure we pay the 
men and women who wear our uniform good 
wages. It’s a priority in my budget to do so. 
It's a priority to make sure they're housed 


well. But it’s also a priority to make sure if 


we spend money, that we spend it wisely. 
asked the De- 


to do a bottom-to-top review about 


That’s why I've Secretary of 
fense 
missions and spending and research and de- 
velopment dollars, to come up with a stra- 
tegic vision of our military, not only today 
but what the military ought to look like to- 
to make 
spent when we spend your money on the 
military. 


morrow, sure that money is wisely 


You see, I think we have a fantastic oppor- 
tunity not only to keep the peace today but 
to redefine the terms of war, to use our new 
technologies to redefine how the battlefields 
are configured, so we have a better chance 
of keeping the peace. So we'll set priorities. 
The first priority is the people who wear the 
uniform. 

The second priority is to make sure long- 
term objectives are clearly set and, 4s we 
spend money, to make sure we meet thos¢ 
objectives. But there’s one priority of the 
Chief that 

and that’s to make it clea 
military, to make clear the 
who wear 


well 


War, 


Commander in requires no 


money the mission 
of the 


those 


mission of 
uniform, and it is this: 
trained, to be ready to fight and 
and therefore, prevent war from 
happening in the first place. 


our 
to be 
win 


A second priority has been education. 
Now, we've increased the budget at the Fed- 
eral level, but Governor too nerv- 
I remember where 


don't be 


ous. I come from. I be- 


lieve local control of schools. I strongly 
believe we ought to pass power. | know the 
secretary of education is here. It’s good to 
e you, Charlie. 

| believe 
that the people who care more about the 
education of the children who live in the Pan- 


handle of Florida than anybody else are the 


The reason I mention Charlie is 
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citizens of this part of the State. I know the 
Governor understands that. I know Charlie 
understands that. And the people in Wash- 
ington have got to understand that. And 
that’s why I look forward to working with 
Congress to pass power out of Washington, 
to provide as much flexibility with Federal 
money at the local level as needed, so that 
you all chart the path to excellence, so you 
figure out whether or not children are learn- 
ing and, if not, make sure they do. 

The temptation in Washington is to say, 
one-size-fits-all will work. But we know bet- 
ter than that. One size doesn’t fit all when 
it comes to the education of our children. 
There needs to be local control of schools. 
There strong accountability 
measures. And when we find failure, 
got to free parents to make different choices 
for their children. 

Social Security is a priority. | know there 
is a lot of talk, and there was during the cam- 
paign. I suspect there may be some, and for 
people who are trying to keep your money 
in Washington, they’ Il say, “Well, you can’t 
have meaningful tax relief, otherwise, the So- 
cial Security system will fail.” You read these 
polls. They're you know, “Do you 
want to ti ~ away some body’ s Social Security 
check, or do you want to have tax relie f?” 
But ties not the choice. That’s not the 
choice that we have here, as we work on this 
budget. 


needs to be ’ 
we've 


saying, 


Because we set aside every dime of payroll 
taxes for one thing, and that is to spe ond it 
on Social Security. All this business about 
threatening people’s Social Security checks 
is just not real, and it’s not valid. The Con- 
gress and the White House agree that all the 
payroll taxes ought to be spent on only one 
thing, and that’s the Social Security syste ms. 

There’s a lot of talk about health care, and 
there should be. The budget I submitted to 
Congress doubles the Medicare budget, for 
budget I submitted to Con- 
gress increases by 2 times the amount of peo- 
ple who will be taken care of in community 
health centers. Now, we focus on health, and 
there is money in the budget to do so. 


example. The 


And so we've set priorities. Education is 
a priority. Keeping the peace is a priority. 
The health care of our citizens is a priority. 
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Retirement accounts are a priority. And there 
is still money left over. 

But the adminis- 
tration and what happens in the past is that 
we grow discretionary spending by 4 percent. 
And I said, “Well, that seems like a reason- 
able number.” But that’s not what happened 
last time around. as the — 
was trving to get they had 
bidding contest, and the discretionary spe on 
ing increased by § percent. That’s a huge 
The baselines of the budg- 


difference between this 


Last time, 


out of town, 


amount of money. 


et were that much higher, and we're adding 
on top of that. 
And yet there are some saying, “He 


What we 
need in Washington is fiscal discipline; we 


doesn’t want to meet basic needs. 


need priorities. We need to set priorities and 
fund it, so our budget increases by 4 percent. 
And by the way, just so you understand, the 
act ounting talk there in the Nation’s ( ‘apital, 
the definition of a budget cut is when num- 
bers don’t increase to expected levels 

So like, for example if the baseline is one 
and the expected level Is one and a half and 
that’s called 
darnedest 
[Laughte 


propose 
It’s the 


seen. 


a spending cut. 
accounting I've 


That's 


to bring some common sense 


system 


ever why I’m trving 


into the budg- 
eting of your money 

In the budget I submitted to the Congress 
ve pay down debt by $2 trillion. Over the 


next 10 vears, we will reduce the amount of 


debt at the Federal level by $2 trillion. But 
let me also remind you all, as we talk about 
numbers, remember there is a lot of debt 


There is debt at the Fed- 
eral level, and we do a good job of paying 
But there is also consumer debt, 
credit card debt, debt that burdens the work- 
ing people. 


around our society 


down a lot 


So as we talk about budgets, | just want 
you all to also keep in mind the budgets of 
the families who live in your neighborhood, 


budgets of people struggling to get ahead. 
You bet we're going to pay down debt at the 
national level. But mindful 
of the debt that burdens those who are strug- 


we need to be 
gling to get ahead and struggling to get into 
the middle class, as well. 

Then I set aside a trillion dollars for con- 
tingencies. That can mean money to he ‘Ip our 
f the things you'll find 


farmers. And one of 


Mar. 
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out about my administration is I respect and 
understand the importance of American agri- 
culture, not only for our domestic consump- 
tion but for international trac de | 
well. Farming is a very important part of our 
vision for the future. 

And after setting priorities and growing 
the budget at what I believe is a reasonable 
rate of 4 percent and setting aside the payroll 
taxes, paying down debt, and putting aside 
a trillion over contingencies, 
there is still money left over. And that’s the 
fundamental debate. 


purpose S, aS 


10 years for 


There’s a lady in—there’s a lady in Lowa, 
western Iowa, a grandmother who stood up 
at an event had, 
a lot of children 
through my house. 


and she said, “I’ve seen 
and grandchildren 
And every time I leave 
a plate of cookies on the table, they eat it.’ 
And that’s how I view surpluses. That's what 
I'm afraid is going to happen if we don’t have 
fiscal discipline, and are willing to say that 
the surplus is the people’s money. It’s not 
the Government's money; it’s the people’s 
money. And that’s the important thing for 
the Members of Congress and the Senate to 
keep in It’s the 
money; it’s your money to begin with. 


go 


Government's 
And 
oh, there are some priorities that need to be 
kept ‘keeping them 

But there’s another priority, as far as I'm 
and that is, best to help 
American families to help themselves, how 


mind. not 


and we're 


concerned how 
best to help people access the middle class. 
And there’s another important priority, and 
that is, let people have money as quickly as 
possible that otherwise would go to Govern- 
ment, to provide a second wind to an econ- 
omy that’s slowing down. 

One of the things that concerns me about 
tax relief is what they call targeted tax relief. 
That means Federal officials get to decide 
who’s targeted in and who’s targeted out. To 
I don’t 
think we ought to try to pick winners and 
Washington, DC. 1 think 
everybody's a winner in America, and | think 
if you pay taxes, you ought to get tax relief. 
And so I submitted a plan that reduces all 
rates, on everybody who pays taxes. We sim- 
plified the code. 

This Tax Code of ours is unfair 


me, that’s not good public policy. 


losers In 


. It is unfair 


to people who are struggling to get ahead. 
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Incredibly enough, if somebody has—a sin- 
gle mom, for example, raising two children, 
if she earns more money above $22,000, she 
pays a higher marginal rate on every addi- 
tional dollar she earns than somebody who 
is successful. And she loses her earned- 
income tax credit, goes into the 15 percent 
bracket for the first time, and pays payroll 
taxes. She’s paying nearly 50 percent on 
every dollar. This is some *body struggling to 
get ahead, somebody who’s working the 
toughest job in America, by the way, and 
that’s raising children on her own. 

And yet, the Tax Code we have makes it 
unfair. And so we've reduced the bottom rate 
from 15 percent to 10 percent and increased 
the child credit from $500 to $1,000, to make 
it easier for that person to realize her dreams. 
The message is: The harder you work, the 
more money you have in your pocket in 
America; the harder you work, the easier it 
is to get yes ad, and not the other way around. 

But we also drop the top rate from 39.6 
to 33 percent. And I know that’s created a 
lot of howling in Washington, but | think you 
can help remind people over whom you've 
got some influence that the whole notion of 
dropping the top rate is to stimulate growth 
in the America. 
There are hundreds of small-business owners 
who are unincorporated, who are sole propri- 


small-business sector of 


may be organized along Sub- 
chapter S lines, that pay that high marginal 
rate. And by dropping the rate, 
a clear message to America: 


etors, who 
we're sending 
? * role of Gov- 
ernment is not to create wealth; the 
Government is to create an environment in 
which a small-business owner can flourish, 
in which the entrepreneur can realize their 
dream. 

The small-business owner is a job creator. 
The small-business owner also represents the 
best of America, which says, “If you dream 
big and work hard, you can own your own 
business.” And by the way, when it comes 
time to pass that business on to your heir, 
we need to get rid of the death tax to make 
sure you can do so. 

The House moved out our cut on marginal 
rates. I look forward to working with them 
on the rest of the package, including doing 
something about the marriage penalty and 
the—we send the wrong signal. Our Tax 


Way, 


/ Mar. 


role of 
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Code ought to encourage marriage. We 
ought to encourage families. We ought not 
to penalize people who said, “I do” at the 
altar. 

So there is a lot of work to be done, and 
| am here to ask for your help. Instead of 
sending people your check, why don’t you 
send them your check and send them an e- 
mail while you’re at it. Why don’t you let 
your Sené itors know that you think tax relief 
is not only good for the economy, but you 
think tax relief is good for working families 
here in the State of Florida. 

And let me talk about two such people, 
Darrell Calhoun and Andrea Calhoun. 
They're here with their children. Raise your 
hand, Darrell. Darrell is a small-business 
owner. He owns a fence company. Today, 
in America, he pays $1,200 in Federal in- 
come taxes. When this plan is fully enacted, 
he will pay zero in Federal income taxes. He 
and Andrea are raising Garrett and Madison. 

Oh, I know some will say, “Well, $1,200 
isn't all that much.” It’s a lot to them. It’s 
a lot to people who are paying high energy 
bills today in America. It’s a lot to people 
who struggle with their own personal debt. 
| think it makes sense to set priorities. I think 
it makes sense to pay down debt at the na- 
tional level. I think it makes sense to make 
sure the retirement systems work. 

But | think instead of spending on bigger 
Government, I think we ought to trust people 
with their own money. I'd rather have these 
good people spend the $1,200 than the peo- 
ple in Washington, DC. And that’s the funda- 
mental debate that’s taking place, and I’m 
glad we're discussing it. It’s really what de- 
mocracy is about. It “would be better if the > 
did everything the President said. [Laughter] 
Sometimes it doesn’t work that way. But they 
darn sure better listen to the people. And 
the people can have a large say as to whether 
or not we want fiscally responsible Govern- 
ment in Washington, DC, or whether we're 
going to continue those spending orgies that 
spend your money on bigger and bigge *r and 
bigger baselines of budgets. 

It’s time to have fiscal sanity in our Na- 
tion’s Capital, and it’s time to remember who 
pays the bills. It’s the working people of 
America who pay the bills. It’s so important, 
for those of us who hold the high honor of 
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Aiter 
i, the people. 


representing you, to trust the people. 
all, that’s the strength of Americ: 
But the great strength of the country 
our The t strength of the 
ire the people the people who will 
make the—fulfill its 
for lucky to live 


is not 
governments. great 
country 
help to this country 


promise everyone who's 
here 

I say that because the common acts of de- 
cency and courtesy that take place neighbor- 
hood to neighborhood a 
America The 


] 
dads vho become 


lly part of the 
strength of fact that there are 
Scouts 
that 
and say 
“Somebody 
that’s the strength of America 

The fact that there 


, , , 
that exist because somebody says 


moms and Boy 
Girl 
take a child 


Somebody 


Scouts, Boys and Girls Club le aders 


around the shoulders 


loves you and 
cares 
e little centers of love 
What can 
I do to help? What can I do to live that com- 
o love a neig like I'd like to 
Now that’s the 


‘at stren¢g 


] 1 
mon call hbor 
strength 


oth of our ¢ ountry 


be loved mvself? 
of America. The ¢r 
lie in the hearts 
My job is 
Ill argue On 
irgue until | get 
» House 


and I'll sign it. 


ind souls of the American 


ItIZENIS 


spirit of the 
beh lf 


i bill to sign 


and I'm 
It’s 
on out of the Senate 


And Ill argue 


ountry voul 
going to 


out of the ome 


on your behalf. 
Ve'll have our 


WY 
agreements, and we'll have 


See 
our disagreements, but my pledge is to have 


! 
those agreements and disagreements In a re- 


——- But there’s more to the job than 
when it comes 
The iob really 
is to lift the spint of the country; to call upon 


1 
} 


he best to remind the HOS and dads your 


just behalf 


rguing 


to fiscal sanity in Washington 


On vou! 


most important job is to love your children 
with all your heart and all your soul: to call 
and by 


upon the compassion of America 
and we 


doing so, we, as a nation, can unite 


nation, can hold out that great beacon 
We 
who lives in our country 

What an honor it 
and what 
of the greatest 
Earth. Write 


gressmen know 


Thank you all 


ads a 
ol hope want it to be fon every person 
is to represent vou all 
to be the 
on the 
let 


President 
of the 
Con- 


an honor it is 
country lace 


your Senators your 


ind ( sod bless. 


NoTeE: The President spoke at the 
Marina Civic Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Representatives Joe 


at 1:35 p-m 


Mar 
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Scarborough and Allen Boyd; and Charlie Crist, 


commissioner, Florida Department of Education 


Remarks on Signing Legislation 

Designating the John Joseph 

Moakley United States Courthouse 

March 13, 2001 

Thank 
| 


It’s my 


you all very much. Please be seated. 
1\onor to welcome you all to the Rose 
So many friends 
Moakley 
all for coming. 

to take 


be ‘en the 


and colleagues of 
-I| want to thank you 
first bill-signing 
in the 
President. 


Garden. 
Joe ire here- 
nis the 
Rose Garden 
And I’m glad 
honoring distin- 


nited States Con- 


ceremony x So 


since I've 
event 
guished Member of the | 
ogress. 

After today, the U.S. Courthouse, located 
at 1 Courthouse Way in Boston, will be offi- 
cially known as the John Jose ph Moakley 
United States Courthouse. It is a fitting trib- 
ute to 

Jou 


and broad respect 


be part of an 


1 remarkable man. 
Moakley is a man of strong opinions 
And in 
the 
able 


bread-and-butter 


this town it isn’t 
but over a 


to do so. 


always easy to combine two 


long career he’s been He's a 


self-described Democrat. 
Others know _ as a formidable advocate 


for his party’s cause. Ever since he joined 
the House of Re *presentatives in 1972, he has 
made 
peopl 


Joe 


what he 


the cares and concerns of everyday 


} 


his OUSINESS. 


is not only a passionate advocate for 


believes in, he’s an enormously 
effective Member of Congress. Representa- 
tive Moakley United 
States of Representatives operates. 
He knows its rules, and he 

But what makes Joe Moakle ‘y exceptioné il 
is not simply his politic: il skills, it is the fact 
that he’s so well-liked and admired by mem- 
bers of both political parties. Joe has a well- 
deserved re putation for being civil, friendly, 
and Members love his sharp Irish 


Imire 


understands how the 
House 


knows its ways. 


funny 
humor. 
the face of 
bers ol 


sense of They ac his courage in 
adve rsity. And a few past Mem- 
Rules Committee even liked his 
Notice I said a few. [ 


everything else, 


the 
singing voice. Laughter] 

But Joe Moakley 
has brought honor to his profession. Some 
people run for office by trying to tear down 


above 
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the institutions of Government; not this man 
from South Boston. Joe loves the United 
States Congress, and he loves public service. 

Like Robert Kennedy, another son of Mas- 
sachusetts, Joe Moakley considers politics to 
be an honorable profession, an opportunity 
for achievement, and a truly exciting adven- 
ture. If Speaker McCormack and Speaker 
O'Neill were here today, they would have a 
simple tribute to this good man: Well done, 
John Joseph Moakley. You served your con- 
stituents and your Congress and your country 
with honor and distinction. 

Congressman Moakley. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White erg H.R et ap- 
proved March 13, was assigned Public Law No 
107-2. The transcript re ‘leased by the ae of 
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Representative Moakley 


Notice—Continuation of Iran 
Emergency 
March 13, 2001 


On March 15, 1995, by Executive Order 
12957, the President declared a national 
emergency with respect to Iran pursuant to 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706) to deal 
with the threat to the national security, for- 
eign policy, and economy of the United 
States constituted by the actions ; und policies 
of the ¢ Government of lran. incl ding its sup- 
port for international terrorism, efforts to un- 
dermine the Middle East peace process and 
acquisition of weapons of mass destruction 
and the means to deliver them. On May 
1995, the President issued Executive coke 
12959 imposing more comprehe nsive sanc- 
tions to further respond to this threat, and 
on August 19, 1997, the President issued Ex- 
ecutive Order 13059 consolidating and clari- 
fying the previous orders. The last notice of 
continuation was published in the Federal 
Register on March 14, 2000. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Iran continue to threaten the 
national security, foreign policy, and econ- 
omy of the United States, the national emer- 
gency declared on March 15, 1995, must con- 
tinue in effect beyond March 15, 2001. 
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Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), | am continuing the national emer- 
gency with respect to Iran. Because the 
emergency declared by Executive Order 
12957 constitutes an emergency separate 
from that declared on November 14, 1979, 
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal 
distinct from the emergency renewal of No- 
vember 2000. This notice shall be published 
in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
March 13, 2001. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:57 a.m., March 13, 2001] 


No7Te: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on March 14 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to [ran 
March 13, 2001 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior 7 the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register sss transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the emergency declared with respect to Iran 
is to continue in effect beyond March 15, 
2001, to the Federal Register for publication. 
The most recent notice continuing this emer- 
gency was published in the Fede ral Register 
on March 14, 2000. 

The crisis constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Iran, including 
its support for international terrorism, efforts 
to undermine Middle East peace, and acqui- 
sition of weapons of mass destruction and the 
means to deliver them, that led to the dec- 
laration of a national emergency on March 
15, 1995, has not been resolved. These ac- 
tions and policies are contrary to the interests 
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of the United States in the region and threat- 
en vital interests of the national security, for- 
eign policy, the United 
States. For these reasons, I have determined 
that I must continue the declaration of na- 
tional emergency with respect to Lran nec- 


and economy of 


essary to maintain comprehensive sanctions 
against Iran to respond to this threat. 
George W. Bush 


The White House, 
March 13, 2001. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect 
to Iran 


March 13, 2001 


To the Congress of the United States 
As required by section — of 
Act, 50 U.S.C 
the Awediioccont 
Powers Act, 50 
505(c) of the 


the Na- 
1641(c 
Emer- 
oS. 
1703(c), and section Inter- 
national Security and Development 
Cooperation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa- 
9c), | transmit herewith a 6-month periodic 
report on the national emergency with re- 


tional Emergencies 
204(c) ol 


Economic 


section 


gency 


spect to Iran that was declared in Executive 
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995. 
George W. Bush 


The White House 
March 13, 200] 


Letter to Members of the Senate on 
the Kyoto Protocol on Climate 
Change 


March 13, 2001 


Dear 

Thank you your 
2001, asking for the 
on global climate 


letter of March 
Administration’s views 


for 
change, particular the 
Kyoto Protocol and efforts to regulate carbon 
dioxide under the Clean Air Act. My Admin- 
istration takes the global climate 
change very seriously. 

As you know, | oppose the Kyoto Protocol 
because it exempts SO percent of the world, 
including major population centers such as 


issue ol 


Mar. 
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China and India, from compliance, and 
would cause serious harm to the U.S. econ- 
The 95-0, shows that 
there is a clear consensus that the Kyoto Pro- 


is an unfair and ineffective 


omy. Senate’s vote, 


tocol means of 
addressing global climate change concerns. 
As you also know, I support a comprehen- 
sive and balanced national ene rgy policy that 
takes into account the importance of improv- 
ing air quality. Consistent with this balanced 
approach, | intend to work with the Congress 
on a multipollutant strategy to require power 
plants to reduce emissions of sulfur dioxide, 
nitrogen oxides, and mercury. Any such strat- 
egy would include phasing in reductions over 
a reasonable period of time, providing regu- 
latory certainty, and offering market-based 
incentives to he ‘Ip industry meet the targets. 
I do not believe that the govern- 
ment should impose on power plants manda- 


_ howe ver, 


tory emissions reductions for carbon dioxide, 
which is not a “pollutant” Clean 
Air Act. 

\ recently released Department of Energy 
Report ‘Analysis of Str: itegies for Reducing 
Multiple Emissions from Power Plants,” 


under the 


con- 
cluded that including caps on carbon dioxide 
emissions part of a multiple emissions 
strategy would lead to an even more dramatic 
shift 


p¢ ywwer 


electric 
higher 


from coal to natural gas for 
significantly 
electricity prices compared to scenarios in 
which only sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides 

were reduced. 


generation and 


This is important new oo that 
warrants a reevaluation, especially at a time 
of rising energy prices and a serious energy 


than half of 


— rica’s electricity supply. At a time when 


shortage Coal generates more 
‘alifornia has alre -ady experienced energy 
— ges, and other Western states are wor- 
ried about price and availability of energy this 
summer, we must be very careful not to take 
actions that could harm consumers. This is 
especially true given the incomplete state of 
scientific knowledge of the causes of, and so- 
lutions to, global climate change and the lack 
of commercially available technologies for re- 
moving and storing carbon dioxide. 
Consistent with these we will 


fully 


concems, 


continue to examine global climate 
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issues—including the science, tech- 
nologies, market-based systems, and innova- 


change 


tive options for addressing concentrations of 


greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. | am 
very optimistic that, with the proper focus 
and working with our friends and allies, we 
will be able to develop technologies, market 
incentives, and other creative ways to address 
global climate change. 

I look forward to working with you and 
others to global climate change 
issues in the context of a national energy pol- 
icy that protects our 
sumers, and economy. 

Sincerely, 


address 


environment, con- 


George W. Bush 


Nore: Identical letters were sent to Senators Jesse 
Helms, Larry E. Pat Roberts, and Chuck 
Hagel 


Craig, 


Remarks During a Tour of the Youth 
Entertainment Academy and an 
Exchange With Reporters in 
Plainfield, New Jersey 

March 14, 2001 


The President. It talks about armies— 
there is an army of compassion in America, 
too. That’s what I’m here to highlight, not 
only the technology but the hearts. 

One of the things our Government is going 
to do is to recognize the way faith-based ini- 
tiatives—they t: ake place in neighborhoods all 
around America. And I believe strongly that 
Congress ought to fund programs that will 
allow for low income parents to access after- 
school programs that can be run by faith- 
based programs as well as secular programs. 

We ought to ask the question, does it 
work? And if it works, we ought to empower 
those who are making it work. 

One of the problems we face in society 
is, Government cannot make people love one 
another. | wish we could. But we darn sure 
can find those who do love 
and facilitate programs that will change peo- 
ple’s lives. 

So I'm honored to be here, 


and I want 


to thank you for your compassion and your 


love. 


[At this point, the tour continued. | 


their neighbor 
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The President. ('m honored, and I can’t 
thank you all enough for providing a little 
haven of love and haven of hope. And I want 
to thank you all for your fantastic music. But 
more importantly, I want to thank you for 
= example you've set. All of us who are 

1 positions where people look at us must 
vol rstand we've got to set examples. 

And the drummer was telling me not only 
was he learning how to hone his skills, but 
he’s learning how to send the right signal to 
people in his church and in his femnily. about 
making the right choices, lessons he’s learned 
here. And I am so grateful for your love and 
your compassion. 

Our Government must serve as a spawning 
ground for social entrepreneurs, many of 
whom have heard the call to help a neighbor 
in need through their religion. We ought to 
welcome faith-based programs into our soci- 
ety, not fear them. And I have come to this 
program to, not only herald what you do but 
to say to others who are wonde ering whether 
or not the Government is going to thwart 
efforts or enable, that we intend to be 
enablers. 


So thank you for letting me come. And 
Governor, thank you for your time, appre- 


ciate your support. 
mayor and 
President, thank you all. 


And Congressmen and 
(laughter|—Madame 





(The President took questions from report- 
ers. | 


National Economy 
Q. Mr. 


how 


President, on the economy, sir, 
concerned do you think Americans 
should be, how concerned are you about the 
turmoil in the markets and the state of the 
economy in general? And do you think it’s 
time to start talking the economy up? 

The President. Well, I'm concerned that 
a lot of Americans’ portfolios have been af- 
fected; people that put aside money in the 
stock market are now seeing their asset base 
decline. But I've got great faith in our econ- 
omy. I've got great faith in the entrepre- 
neurial spirit. And I believe the plans we're 
putting in place by working with the Con- 
gress are going to serve as a second wind 
for economic growth. 
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Carbon Dioxide Regulation icy could affect our economy, and we're deal- 
Q. Why did you change your mind on mak ing with it in a commonsense way 

ng carbon dioxide—regulating carbon diox- New Jersey Gubernatorial Election 

ide? Q. This is the first time you've been back 


The President. \We'l|l enforce our—this M : 
to New Jerse ince the election, and we have 


1 1 1 
idministration will enforce the clean air laws 
: wi ‘ : 1 Governor's race coming up How often are 
of the country. We will work with our utilities } , 
you going to come back, and are you going 
to encourage better efficiency. so as to clean 
5 for the new acting Governor? 


to Can paig 


up the air. We've got an energy crisis in ” ° , ; 
5 - The President. Well, evervbody knows 


Ameri i that Ve have to cde il w th lh a COM } P } { 
the new acting Governor is my good friend 
I ISCTISE Vay nportant to not only | 11 1 1 } 
‘) . And | ilue fis Inlendship | will be back 
( ol ive conservation. Dut we need to in } , } | "| , 
" , . . in the general election to help him win, u 
ise the supplies of enerev. so as the make ’ . * : 
rl = ; ie want ( Laughter 
ure that our consumers an ill Dusinesses 
. , . eek 
ind large business have got the energy nec Faith-Based Initiative 


cory fo not o h yt ti Y he nes Hut to . 1 1 
‘ . ‘ ed Ty <a can 10 —— a Q. Min Pre sident you! harit ible Choice 





, 
! t rb nes ! 
un heir busin S¢ proposa ire probably not going to be in the 
, , , , , I 
Q. What Has changed though S1ICe the legislation that voes to the senate Are you 
1 j } 1 oS S ? 
mnaion 1 . on said chon eee Pe ; oer ) 
unpaign, when you said we should reguiat disappointed about that 
' , 1] rl 
! Vv wi u sav \ shouldnt , eceenll . 1 | . 
now when you say we shouldn The President. First of all, the reports 
he P 5 ’ , . nero ; ! ! | ! | : 
rhe President. We're in an energy crisis about our charitable choice legislation not 
‘ \ ; ; } ; . nie ] 
We're going lave ecognize—our — going full steam ahead is just simply not true 
l has got to recognize that we need We re oving on i timetable that ve re com 
powerplants, that: we 0) percent Of — fortable with. And part of our Faith-Based 
source Io t Chie ut ‘ rou Initiative s to make sure ve take i full 
I {\-] ] ; l 
) I conndent th be I Cl 1 it programs that now exist within 
r p pro 1c jl thre | Covernment 
ruil ! .) } ministration that wv 1d >» Ve ur pat oe 1d I'm con 
’ } ] ] | , 
( 1 proble ( i \ del et passed SOT! ipprec late 
] 1 } —_ 
a eve £O Pen ( the Diy 1 eliort that has taken place Ker 
. I 
Y. Hi Vv ¢ Cspul ( I | ebe l ! Salad Onn en positive 
that rt i ( ( | I ( Dp i nit le hout 11T proeral 
1 J | og 1g in il | go! l 
| ynise herer An ( vant to see ne Government 
I 
: ] ] frith)_} | 7 na 
The President. Ours in administration velcome faith-based programs and a com 
val I] cle il \ th the provt Ol the day Passi { l ery of health ) 
i 
Weve got 1 enerey crisis in America. We Sé ere going to have a good package 
prem oa: 
( t | Oa t cou ind | 1 i 0d | if 
' " U 
ur ? l \ t Q. | etl ( thie e cae i 
I \ a . , 
| Ti ) yh } Y wel ( it iere ttle ) ucii Con 


that tor nowr 


Q. Are you feeling a lot of pressure fron The President. (im not sure what re port 
] ; ou re eferring to. But the reports | get 1s , 





ty , i 
iil Vy on this issue 
1 


The President. | was responding to r that there 1S Diy 
. : . . 2 ] ‘+ 2 ] , ; tt 
ty. And reality is, the Nation has got a rea ' Pn 

, 1 wey ' y . \ y ] hill 


robl. hen it come y ene We need e g to get a very good bill. And 1} 
ieakiouat Qwemtoexem. ii Members who are working 
. +} | 
Dp if We eet ore pio! { ! l . i } 
| | ( hvac yor j 
: — ‘ . ; ~ Ni I | t Spork t ? it Crac H 
i Once ed i e aont act 1 | ( In his , | ferred t | 
onsenst th people will not Acting Gov. D r. Dik f New Jet | 
] ] } 
be Di { Cal na U Cll , . \nd ( \ wot a tilabl ( rificati ! } 

| vol a ibout failure ol " eT pol t} these remart 
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Remarks to the New Jersey Chamber 
of Commerce in East Brunswick, 
New Jersey 

March 14, 2001 


Well. 
appreciate your kind words, and I appreciate 
your friendship. | got to know Donny and 
his wife, and | respect them a lot. And I know 
the people of New Jersey do, as well 


Governor, thank you very much. | 


It’s good to see m\ friend the Speaker. I 
had him down to the Governor’s Mansion 
in Texas, and I want you to know he didn’t 
spill. [Laughter 

I’m honored to be traveling with members 
of the New Jersey congressional delegation 
We flew down on Air Force One. | 
am thrilled that Members of the House of 


today 


Rodney 


Representatives came 

Frelinghuysen and Marge Roukema, Jim 
Saxton, Chris Smith, Rush Holt, and the 
newly elected Mike Ferguson. And I want 


to thank you all very much 

I’m also very pleased that Senator Corzine 
and Senator Torricelli came, as well. I have 
been most pleased with the comments that 
Senator Torricelli has been making. It shows 
that—I don’t 
Laughter| Not one vote is 


than any other vote 


want to single anybody out 


more important 
But he has shown a lot 
I'm concerned 


here it 


of common sense as far as 


l am thankful thev re gives me a 


; 
chance to sing the praises of those in Con- 


gress W ho are 


joIning my administration it 
changing the tone in Washington. We'll have 
And 


want to 


a lot of debates on Important issues 
we're in the middle of one that | 
talk about today. But we're 
Senator Torricelli and me 

Senator Holt and m« 
I mean, Congressman Holt and 
Dont 


Laughter| But we can show that 


going to show, 

Senator Corzine 
1 

and me that Re pub- 


licans and 


me. [Laughter want to be rushing 
your Career 
Republicans and Democrats can differ, but 
We can set a 


better example for people who look at our 


we can do so in a civil way 
Government than the ex unple that had been 
set in the past that we can have disagree- 
ments. 

So I like to tell people I'm beginning to 
see a culture of respect develop in our Na 


tion’s ¢ apital and also, by the way, a culture 


of achievement that I hope people will judge 


Mar. 14 
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us based upon results, not how we say things. 
And recently, the Congress has shown their 
willingness to focus on results. The ergo- 
nomic regulation reform that took place 
shows a positive development and our will- 
ingness of people to get things done 

We got a good piece of legislation moving 
out of the Senate in terms of education, 
which Pll talk about in a little while. | mean, 
we're showing people around the country 
that it’s possible to have a culture of positive 
achievement in the Nation’s Capital, and for 
that I'm grateful. And I want to thank the 
Members of Congress who are willing to 
work together to get some positive things 
done on behalf of the people. 

Joan, | want to thank you very much for 
inviting me, and I want to thank all the folks 
who worked so hard to put this event on. 
We didnt ' very notice. 
Laughter) But you responded, and | appre- 
ciate your hard work. And I appreciate those 
who spent hours over the weekend making 
sure that this event gave me a chance to 


give you much 


come and talk about an incredibly important 
issue, and that’s the people's budget. 

I like to remind people it makes sense to 
have common sense in Washington, particu- 
larly when it comes to spending your money 
And the first principle involved with budg- 
eting is for our Government to remember 
whose money it is that we're spending. We're 
working with the taxpayers’ money. It’s not 
the Federal Government’s money. | like to 
remind people that the surplus is the people's 
money, and we better be wise about how we 
spend it 

And it means setting priorities. It’s impor- 
tant for the President to set priorities, to set 
clear priorities so that Congress doesn’t over- 
spend or get exuberant, in their attempts to 
get reelected, with your money. And so some 
of my priorities are these: Education is a pri- 
ority; | think it’s incredibly important. So 
we've increased the education budget by a 
significant amount of money. 

But lest vou forget where I came from 
{ also strongly believe in local control of 
schools. | believe we've got to trust the peo- 
ple in New Jersey to run the schools of New 
Jersey. | also believe, though, in return for 
Federal money, States and local jurisdictions 
should measure to determine whether or not 
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children are learning to read and write and 
add and subtract. 

I believe the cornerstone of reform is not 
only to insist upon local control of schools, 
which means flexibility and authority at the 
local level when it comes to spending Federal 
money, but it also means that if you receive 
help, you and the citizens of New Jersey must 
devise accountability systems to show us all 
whether or not children are learning to read 
and write and add and subtract. And if so, 
the teachers need to be praised, and the prin- 
cipals and superintendents. But if not, if our 
society finds children trapped in schools that 
will not teach and will not change, instead 
of standing by and saying it’s okay, good pub- 
lic policy demands something to challenge 
the status quo. 

Oh, I’ve heard all the arguments about ac- 
countability. Some say, “Well, we can’t meas- 
ure. The Federal Government does not have 
a role in education and, therefore, should not 
insist upon results.” | disagree. We're results- 
oriented people in this country. And in re- 
turn tor taxpaye rs money, we ought to insist 
upon results. 

Now, I don’t believe in a national test, nor 
do | believe the Federal Government ought 
to tell New Jersey how to test its students 
If you believe in local control of schools, you 
trust your Governor, and you trust the local 
asking the 
re the children learning? 


folks. But I darn sure believe in 
question, a 

I’m told some say, “Well, it’s racist to test.” 
It’s racist not to test, because the people who 
generally are left behind in a system that does 
not measure are those who it’s so much easier 
to quit on. It’s se much easier to say that 
an inner-city child can’t learn. “Let’s just 
move him through. Let’s have no account- 
ability.” It’s so much easier to quit on a child 
whose parents may not speak English as a 
first language. 

No, we need accountability in the public 
school system. We need results. And we'll 
herald success, and we need to be bold 
enough to blow the whistle on failure by giv- 
ing parents different options if their children 

re trapped in failing schools 

A priority of mine is to keep the peace. 
And it starts with making sure the military 
is well paid and well housed. So in the budget 

submitted to Congress, we increased the 
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pay of the people who wear the uniform, and 
we've got a housing initiative to make sure 
they re well housed. 

It’s one thing to pay people well; it’s an- 
other thing to make sure the mission is clear- 
ly defined. In order to increase morale in 
the military, we must have a clearly defined 
mission, which is to be able to fight and win 
war and, therefore, prevent war from hap- 
pening in the first place. 

\ priority of mine is to make sure the re- 
tirement systems in the country work well, 
which basically means that all the money 
going into the Social Security System be 
spent only on one thing, and that is Social 
Security. There is universal agreement with 
Republicans and Democrats in the Congress 
that we're not going to use the payroll taxes 
for anything other than Social Security. And 
that makes sense. 

It not only makes sense, good fiscal sense, 
it also makes sense because a substantive re- 
form that I look forward to working with 
Congress on is to make sure the Social Secu- 
rity System is vibrant and strong, particularly 
as we head into the 2lst century, which 
means not only will we guarantee payments 
to the seniors who rely upon Social Security 
today, but we need to think differe ntly and 
let younger workers manage some of their 
own money in the private markets, to make 
sure there is a Social Security System around 
tomorrow. 

Another priority is the health care system. 
And as an example, the budget | submitted 
to Congress doubles the Medicare payments 
over the next 10 years—got over 100-and- 
something million new dollars of spending 
in Medicare. And that makes sense, because 
we must fulfill the obligation to our seniors, 
meet the promise of a health care system that 
works for seniors. It’s one thing to spend 
money, but the system also needs to be re- 
formed. And we need to give seniors a variety 
of options from which to choose, all of which 
will include prescription drugs, in order to 
make sure the Medicare system works as we 
go into the 21st century. 

So were setting priorities. Community 
health centers is an incredibly important part 
of the health care mix in America. It’s a place 
where the ae or near-poor can find primary 
care. The budget I submitted doubles the 
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number of people who will be served in com- 
munity health centers over the next 5 years. 

It's also a budget that understands the 
great role of faith programs in our society. 
I went to one today, run by Rev. LaVerne 
Ball of the Youth Entertainment Academy, 
housed in the basement of a church in Plain- 
field, New Jersey. It’s a place that is staffed 
by people who have heard the universal call 
to love a ne ‘ighbor like they would roa to 
be loved themselves. I’ve e xpi anded in my 
budget the amount of money for after-sc anal 


programs and have said loud and clear: If 


you're a faith-based program, you ought to 
be able to access that mone y in order to pro- 
vide after-care programs for children who are 
looking for something other than just the 
standard old way of conducting after-school 
programs, who are looking for somebody to 
put their arm around them and say, “I love 
you, and I care.” 
~ Now, this is a budget that meets priorities. 
We grow the discretionary spending in the 
budget by 4 percent. Now, that’s where the 
friction is coming in Washington, because the 
discretionary spending at the end of last year 
grew at 8 percent. And when you're talking 
in terms of trillions, that’s a huge amount 
of the increase of—the role of Federal Gov- 
ernment. 
So we “There are not 
many workers in America who got a 4 per- 


say to the Congress 


cent pay raise last year. Surely, you can live 
within 4 percent discretion: ry spending. By 
Members 
of Congress, both Republicans and Demo- 
crats, can live within a 4 percent increase 
of discretionary spending.” 


focusing on priorities, sure ‘ly the 


| have made it clear that debt reduction 
is a priority of this administration, and so we 
pay down, in the budget I submitted, $2 tril- 
lion of debt over the next 10 years. That's 
all the available debt; that’s all the debt that 
becomes available to pay off during that pe- 
riod of time. That's $2 trillion; that’s the larg- 
est debt repayment of any nation at any time 
in any history 

So the budget sets priorities. It grows dis- 


cretionary spe nding at 4 percent, consider- 
ably less than the spending orgy that took 
place last year but, nevertheless, enough to 
meet the needs. It pays down $2 trillion of 
debt. It sets aside the payroll tax for Social 





449 


Security. It doubles the Medicare budget. 
And there’s also a trillion-dollar contingency 
fund, so there’s another trillion over 10 years 
that’s set aside for contingencies. It may be 
an agricultural issue that we mie to deal 
with. We may need to bolster the payment 
of FEMA, the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency. There’s money set aside. 

makes common sense not to spend all the 
and so therefore, we've got money 
set aside. We pay down debt; we meet discre- 
tionary spending; and there’s still money left 
And that’s whe ‘re the battle is. And the 
fundamental question is what to do with it. 

My belief is that once we meet priorities, 
instead of increasing the size and the scope 
of the Federal Government, we better re- 
member who pays the bills in America. We 
better remember the working people. We 
better remember who created this surplus in 
the first place. 

And so I submitted a plan that says, instead 
of increasing discretionary spending, let's 
give people more of their own money back. 
And it makes sense to do so. It makes sense 
to be so. Our economy is beginning to sput- 

| believe—I was asked about the markets 
te I'm sorry people are losing value in 
their portfolios. That worries me, but with 
the right policies, I’m confident our economy 
will recover—the right policies, fiscal poli- 
cies. And that means giving people money 
back, in plain language. Or better yet, don’t 
take it in the first place. 

And we're making good progress on this 
We're making good progress. The 
House passed the cut on marginal rates, and 
I want to thank the Members of the House 
who were with me on that. It makes sense. 

Let me tell you the principles behind that 
part of the tax relief plan. I don’t believe the 
proper role of Government is to try to pick 
and choose winners when it comes to tax re- 
lief. See, I don’t think there’s a right Amer- 
ican or wrong American when it comes to 
those who pay taxes. I think, if we're going 
to have tax relief, all Americans ought to get 
tax relief. 

So we reduced all the rates on everybody 
who pays taxes and simplif fied the code; re- 
duced the rates from 5 to 4; we dropped the 
bottom rate from 15 percent to 10 percent. 
I'm asking Congress to increase the child 


money, 


over. 


issue. 
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credit from $500 to $1,000 per child, and 
let me give you the benefits. 

The benefits of that are—is this: We have 
a Tax Code that is unfair for people who are 
trying to get ahead in life, people who are 
struggling on the outskirts of poverty. If 
you're a single mom raising your children, 
two children, for example, and you're making 
about $22,000 a year, for every additional 
dollar you earn in working the toughest job 
in America, raising those kids—for every ad- 
ditional dollar you earn, you pay a higher 
marginal rate than a Wall Street banker. And 
that’s the facts. As you begin to lose your 
earned-income tax credit and go in the 15 
percent bracket and pay payroll taxes, the 
hardest dollar you earn is taxed at nearly 50 
percent. 

And folks, that isn’t right. That’s not what 
the American experience should be. It seems 
like to me the harder you work, the more 
money you ought to put in your pocket. And 
our Tax Code ought to reflect that, and that’s 
why we dropped the bottom rate from 15 
to 10 and increased the child credit. 

But we also dropped the top rate, from 
39.6 to 33 percent. And I know there’s a lot 
of people that are hollering about that part 
of the tax package. First, if you pay taxes, 
you ought to get relief. But I want the Mem- 
bers of C ongress to understand that part of 
this plan is to stimulate the growth of small 
businesses and entrepreneurs, and that thou- 
sands of small-business owners in America 
are unincorporated or sole proprietors, or 
Subchapter S’s, and pay taxes at the highest 
marginal rates. And by cutting the top rate, 
we stimulate the growth of small business in 
America. 

Those who would like to leave your money 
in Washington try to make us feel bad about 
cutting the top rate. But I come from the 
school of thought that the American Dream 
must be alive and well. The role of Govern- 
ment is not to create wealth but an environ- 
ment in which the entrepreneur can realize 
his or her dreams, in which the small- 
business owner can find capital in order to 
fuel an idea. And cutting that top rate is an 
infusion of capital for the small-business 
owner in America, and it makes good eco- 
nomic sense. And it makes good sense to re- 
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inforce the American Dream through good 
tax policy. 

This Tax Code is not only unfair to people 
struggling to get ahead at the bottom end 
of the economic ladder; it sends the wrong 
signals. It doesn’t make sense, and it’s unfair 
to tax marriage in America. We need to do 
something about the marriage penalty in the 
Tax Code. And it’s unfair to tax a person’s 
assets twice, and we ought to get rid of the 
death tax in the Tax Code, as well. 

This plan is fiscally sound. It makes com- 
mon sense. We meet priorities; we pay down 
debt; we set aside money for Social Security; 
but we also remember who pays the bills. 
It makes sense for our economy to give peo- 
ple their money back, and that’s why I look 
forward to working with Congress to make 
sure this tax relief package i is retroactive. 

Senator Corzine and I on the plane talked 
about how we’d make sure money gets in 
the economy as quickly as possible. And I 
appreciate his thoughts along those lines. 
This is part of an economic recovery plan, 
but this plan is also good for American fami- 
lies. And the Dietrich family is with us today. 
Where are you? There you go. Thank you 
for coming, Mark and Kim and Mark, Jr., 
and Christopher. And I’ve asked them to 
come because oftentimes during the course 
of these tax debates and budgets, all you hear 
are numbers. But it’s important for me to 
remind people in America that there are lives 
affected by our discussions. 

And there’s a lot of focus, for example, on 
debt at the national level, and that’s fine. 
That makes sense. But I also want the policy- 
makers to understand there’s debt at the 
local level, too, that a lot of hardworking 
Americans have got credit card debt. And 
when you couple credit card debt, for exam- 
ple, with high energy prices, it puts people 
in a bind. And good public policy frees Amer- 
icans to be able to make more decisions for 
their families. 

These good folks pay $5,700 in Federal in- 
come taxes. When our plan is fully imple- 
mented, they will save $2,000. Now, that may 
not sound like a lot—oh, I know, in this land 
of big numbers, $2,000 may not sound like 
a lot, but it’s a lot to them. It’s a lot to a 
family who is worrying about high energy 
bills. It’s a lot to a family who wants to put 
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aside money for their children. It’s a lot for 
moms and dads who are concerned about the 
future of their family. It’s a lot. And my atti- 
tude is, once we made basic needs, I'd rather 
have these good people spending the $2,000 
than the United States Congress spending it. 

It’s a fundamental decision where we put 
our trust. And that’s what I want this debate 
to focus on: Who do you trust? Oh, I love 
dealing with the Members of the Congress, 
and they're good folks. They care a lot about 
their country. But we ought to trust the peo- 
ple of America. We ought to trust them to 
spend their own money. We ouglit to trust 
them to make the right decisions for their 
families. We ought to “have a limited and fo- 
cused and energetic Federal Government 
that, when it’s all said and done, holds the 
people up in our trust. 

And after all, that’s not only important for 
good economic policy; that’s important to 
make sure America fulfills its promise for ev- 
erybody who is fortunate enough to live here. 
Because, you see, the great strength of the 
country really doesn’t exist in the halls of our 
governments; the great strength of America 
is in the hearts and souls of the American 
citizens. 

One of the biggest honors of my job is 
to be able to travel the country and say thanks 
to those social entrepreneurs who literally 
change America, one face at a time; people 
who don’t wait for Government to act and 
who say to a neighbor in need, “What can 
I do to help? What can I do, brother or sister, 
to help you on your walk?” I think of Catholic 
Charities that provide such incredible service 
all around America. I think about homeless 
shelters staffed by volunteers who feel the 
need to help somebody in need. No, the 
great strength of this country, folks, exists in 
neighborhood after neighborhood after 
neighborhood, where people of religion and 
people who don’t give a hoot about religion 
say, “What can I do to help a neighbor in 
need?” 

My job is not only to argue good policy 
on behalf of the people and argue on your 
behalf to make sure your money ends up in 
your pocket after needs are met: my job is 
also to lift the spirit of the country and to 

call upon the best, to work to unite our Na- 
tion, but always remember that the true 
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strength of America is our people and the 
hearts of our people and the compassion of 
America. 

I'm fortunate to be the President of the 
greatest land on the face of the Earth. It’s 
an unimaginable honor. And I want to thank 
you all for giving me the chance to come 
and talk about a commonsense policy for the 
budget, but to remind you that if you see 
somebody in need, put your arm around 
them: tell them God loves them. 

Godspeed to you all, and God bless. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the 
ballroom at the East Brunswick Hilton. In his re- 

marks, he referred to Acting Gov. Donald T. 
DiFrancesco of New Jersey; Diane DiFrancesco, 
Governor DiFrancesco’s wife; New Jersey State 
Assembly Speaker Jack Collins; and Joan 
Verplanck, president, New Jersey Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Exchange With Reporters on 
Returning From the Friends of 
Ireland Luncheon on Capitol Hill 
March 15, 2001 


The President. Hey, look who's here. 
The First Lady. Hi, eve rybody. 
The President. Barney's back. [Laughter] 


The First Lady. Barne y had a really good 


trip. 

The President. Hey, Spot, look who's 
here. 

Q. Mrs. Bush, where are you coming 
from? 


The First Lady. 1m coming from Texas. 
I've been at the ranch. 


Meeting With Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahern of Ireland 


Q. What do you expect out of your meet- 
ing with the Lrish leaders? 

The President. Pardon me? 

Q. What do you expect out of your meet- 
ing with the [rish PM—Prime Minister? 

The President. | had a good meeting, and 
I'll have one tomorrow, as well. Looking for- 
ward to it. We'll be discussing the Good Fri- 
day agreement, what I can do to help—be 
reaffirming our trade with Ireland. We had 
a good visit with him at lunch. I’m looking 
forward to seeing him tomorrow. 
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Campaign Finance Reform Legislation 


Q. Mr. P 
] 


senda 


resident, are you prepared 
your suggestions on campaign finance 
le gislation to the Hill, and- 


The President. Pretty soon 


Q. ——what would you like to see in it? 

The President. Well, wait until I send 
them up there, but we'll be sending some 
principles up here pretty soon 

Q. Not today? 

The President. Maybe today 

Q. Mr. President, to follow up, | mean 


do vou still support limited soft money con- 
tributions? 
The President. 


rid of labor union and corporate 


think we ought to get 


soit money 
] } 

» need to make sure we have 

that 


1 
union members have got 


And I know we 


to make sure shareholders and labor 
Sav-SO ON how 
their money is spent 
Assistant Press Secretary Gordon 
Johndroe. Thank you all very much 
The President. 
Laughter 
Q. Thank you, Barney 


The President. 


Just getting warmed up 


Thank you 


NoT! The exc hang began at 2:22 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks 
the President reterred to his dogs Spot and Bar 
ne A tape Vas not a tilal le for verilication of 
the mtent of this ¢ xchang 


Letter to the Senate Majority and 
Minority Leaders on Campaign 
Finance Reform Legislation 
March 15, 2001 
Dear 

As the Senate prepares to consider cam- 
| wanted to 
highlight my principles for reform. | am com- 
mitted to working with the 


paign finance reform legislation 


Congress to en 


e that fair and balanced c: 


sul impaign tinance 
retorm legis] ition is enacted 

These principles represent my framework 
for assessing campaign finance reform legis- 
lation. I remain open to other ideas to meet 


our shared goals 
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| am hopeful that, working together, we 
can achieve responsible campaign finance re- 
torms 
Sincerely 


George W. Bush 





Campaign Finance Reform: President 
Bush’s Reform Principles 

Protect Rights of Individuals to Partici- 
pate in Democracy: President Bush 
acy is first and foremost about 


be- 


lie VeS de moct 


the rights of individuals to express their 
views. He supports strengthening the role of 
individuals in the political process by: 1) up- 


limits established more than two- 
individual giving to 
didates and national parties; 


dating the 


dec ades igo On Can- 
and 2) pro- 
tecting the rights of citizen groups to engage 
advocacy. 

Maintain Strong Political Parties: Presi- 


dent Bush believes politic 


Im issu 


al parties play an 


essential role in making America’s demo- 
cratic system operate. He wants to maintain 
the strength of seth and not to weaken 


them. Any reform should help pumice par- 
ties more fully engage citizens in the political 
process and encourage them to express their 
VIEWS 


and to vote 


Ban Corporate and Union Soft Money: 


. P } 
orporations and labor unions spend millions 
of dollars every election cycle in unregulated 


soft” n to influence federal elections. 


oOney 
President Bush supports a ban on unregu- 


porate and union contributions of 


I 


sott mone 


lated cor 
v to political parties 

Eliminate Involuntary Contributions: 
President Bush believes no one should be 
support a 


igainst his or her will. He therefore supports 


| 
forced to candidate or cause 
two parallel reforms: 1) legislation to prohibit 
corporations from using treasury funds for 
political activity without the 


and 


permission of 
shareholders legislation to require 
authorization 


dues-paying worker 


unions to obtain from each 


before spending those 
dues on activities unrelated to collective bar- 
gaining 

Require Full and Prompt Disclosure: 
President Bush also believes that in an open 
society, the best safeguard against abuse is 


full disclosure. He supports full prompt and 
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constitutionally 
contributions and expenditures designed to 
influence the outcome of federal elections, 
so voters will have complete and timely infor- 
mation on which to make informed decisions. 

Promote Fair, Balanced, Constitu- 
tional Approach: President Bush believes 


reform should not favor any one party over 


another or incumbents over challengers. 
Both corporations and unions should be pro- 
hibited from giving soft money to political 
parties, and both corporations and unions 
should have to obtain permission from their 
stockholders or dues-paying workers before 
spending treasury funds or dues on politics. 
President Bush supports including a non-sev- 
erability provision, so if any provision of the 
bill is found unconstitutional, the entire bill 
is sent back to Congress for further adjust- 
ments and deliberations. This provision will 
ensure fair and balanced campaign finance 
reform. 


Note: Identical letters sent to Trent Lott 
Senate majority leader, and Thomas A. Daschle, 
Senate minority leader Copies of this letter were 
provided to all other Senators 


were 


Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day 
Shamrock Presentation Ceremony 
With Prime Minister Bertie Ahern 
of Ireland 

March 16, 2001 


Taoiseach, thank you verv much, sir. We’re 
so honored you're here. Laura and I welcome 


Thank you all 


for coming. We acce pt this crystal of sham- 


you and welcome our guests. 


rocks, not just as a symbol of Ireland but as 
a symbol of a strong friendship between our 
nations, our shared values and shared history 
and shared hopes. Thank you for continuing 
this Saint Patrick’s Day tradition. And we 
really appreciate this wonderful gift. 

But Saint Patrick’s Day is also a time for 
everyone to reflect on Ireland’s many gifts 
to the world. We are thankful, first, for all 
that Ireland and the Prime Minister have 
done to further the cause of peace in North- 
ern lreland. There's an Lrish expression, “the 
work praises the man.” The peace that holds 
today in Northern Ireland is no small meas- 
ure a tribute to the Prime Minister and his 


/ Mar. 


permissible disclosure of 
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courageous leadership. And I assured him, 
and will continue to do so, that the United 
States stands ready to help in any way that 
the governments involved need. 

The world is also thankful for the thou- 
sands of peacekeepers Ireland sends to other 
troubled corners of the globe, everywhere 
from Kosovo to East Timor. And we’re 
thankful for the generous development aid 
Ireland sends to the world’s poorest nations. 

But Ireland’s most precious gift to the 
world has been the Irish. No nation has bene- 
fited more from Irish talent and industry 
than the United States. You've given us Presi- 
dents, nine signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. In fact, so many Irish served 
as volunteers in the Continental Army, a 
Lord in Parliament lamente d, “We have lost 
America through the Irish.” [Laughter] 

Today, over 44 million pee 
reinforce the natural bonds of friendship 
between our nations. The United States is 
proud of our strong ties of trade and invest- 
ment and proud that they have contributed 
to the strong economy that you have led. We 
look forward to working even more closely 
with Ireland, particularh now that it serves 
on the U.N. Security Council. 

According to legend, Saint Patrick re- 
turned to Ireland after hearing the Irish peo- 
ple beckon him in a dream to come and walk 
among us more. Well, today, it is a 
world that beckons the Irish to continue 
walking among us and sharing with us the 
rich culture, the large and 
works. 

So Mr. Prime Minister, America is proud 
to call Ireland a friend, not just on Saint Pat- 
rick’s Day but on every day. 

Welcome. 


once 


hearts, good 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the 
White House. The tran- 
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of the Prime Minister 
Ahern. 


Roosevelt Room at the 


Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day 
Reception 
March 16, 2001 


It sounds like we 
Lrish-Americans. 


Thank vou very much. 
rowdy 


invited some 
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Thank you all for coming 
Taoiseach, thank you ver sir. Sec- 
retary of State of Northern Ireland, Dr. Reid 
First Minister Deputy First Min- 

Mallon—thank you all 

vant to thank the Ambassadors who are 
here. | want to thank the 


Northern Ireland who 


Laughte r 


1 
much 


Trimble 

for be Ing here 
I 

other leaders from 


are here. It’s most gra- 
to come and 


Mr 


SIT, aS 


e1us ot vou to take 
Saint 
opr iker it 


1 
vel 


Phe 
neeting We spent a good hour 
He g Dublin's | 
, , j 

e process 1n lreland, just 
Minister Blair gave me London’s per- 
| An Irish 
] 


YOOd 


your tine 


age 
celebrate Patrick's Dav with us 


} 
Ss good to see vou again 


| 
th 


Taoisea h ind | 


1S 


ave rie perspective 


ive when we 
I] 
tel 


And I< i tel 


meets V1 { ithe 


| 


. , 
us that a Ine \ Sa 
§ striking 


Min- 


lasting peace 


I 
Northern lreland 


1 also want to nuch | appre late 


| 

mericans have 

Many of 
| Nation 


1d OUT 
committed 


contributions th: 


to the 


1 
thie 


Made Cause you 


ire right here in t Om, al 
| ] } 
thanks you. | those 


! ] 
to a pe acetul approach, youre truly 


gIVINE 
something bac k to vour native land 
loday is also about celebrating what Irish 
Americans have 


The White 


American 


. : 
iven to their adopted land 
| ] y ] 
itself was designed by an 
This fact 


the 


House 
lrish ibout America’s 
contributions made 


both ( atholic 


home is symbolic of 


by millions of Irish of and 


Protestant persuasion 
Your industry and talent and imagination 
] 
have enriched our commerce and enrk hed 
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our culture. The strong record of public serv- 
fortified the 
strong ties to family and faith and community 


ice has our democracy, and 


have strengthened our Nation’s character. In 
the Irish 


alwavs he 


short are a big reason why we'll 


proud to call ourselves a nation 


| 
of immigrants 
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day 
And now, would you join us, please, 
freshments in the State Room 
Welcome to the White House 


some re 


The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in the 
White House. In his remarks 

United Kingdom Secretary of State 
m Ireland John Reid; and First Min 
Trimble Deputy First Minister 
n, Northern Lreland Executive 


mn at the 


ana 


s Mall 


Message on the Observance of Saint 
Patrick’s Day, 2001 


March 16, 2001 


to 


greetings 


iting St. Patrick ay. Each year 


17, joyous events commemorate 


ble lif -atrick, the patron 


Born in Britain many cen 


K Was Captured as a teenager 


, ’ ] 
ind sold into slavery in Ireland 


1} 
labor as 


\. vears ol forced a hee rds 


faith tor suste 


; ’ 1 
oKed to ts religious | 


1 ] ] 

ventually es aped and returned to 
r . 
dreamed that he was being 


as a missionary. He began to 


tor the priesthood and returned to Ire- 


ating his life to preaching Christi- 
atrick endured hardship and _ suf- 
fering, but his bravery and devotion to his 


faith 


minas OF tik lrish people 


bec ime hearts und 


legendary in the 

Centuries later, St. Patrick's Day pays trib- 

to the rich cul- 

of the Emerald Isle 
' 

Aimericans svinbolic ally proc laim Irish ances- 


ute to an in redible hero and 


tural he ritage Countless 


try by taking part in the festivities celebrating 
the stories and traditions of Ireland. St. Pat- 
rick’s Day 
tributions of Lrish Americans to our Nation’s 
history and way of life, enriching the United 
States in great measure. 


is also a time to honor the con- 
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As we move into the 2lst century, Ameri- 
cans look forward to continued friendship 
and goodwill with the people of Ireland. 
Laura joins me in sending best wishes for 
a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day. 


George W. Bush 


Remarks to Small-Business Owners 
March 16, 2001 


Thank you all for coming. Be seated. 
[Laughter] Madame Secretary, thank you 
very much for the kind introduction. I want 


to welcome you all to the White House, the 
people's house. I can’t tell you what an honor 
it is to live here. 
ence 


It’s been a fantastic experi- 
for me and Laura and our family, 
we take our responsibilities seriously. 


and 


I want to welcome you. I want to welcome 
the entrepreneurs of America. First, I want 
to recognize Hector Baretto, 
nominee for the Small Business Administra- 
tion—Hector—and president of the Utah 

tate Senate, Al Mansell, is here, as well. Al, 
thank you for coming. 

Before I introduce the folks behind me, 
I'd like to Say something about commonsense 
budgeting, 
day, 


who is the 


something you get to do eve ry 
I ‘ede Ts il 


ought to do with your money. 


Government 
And that is, 


something our 


take a commonsense approach about what 
ve do with the people’s money And it means 
setting priorities, understanding whose 


money it is we're spending. And the best way 
to do this is to say, what are our priorities? 
and we need to 


Education is a priority, 


But 


where I came from. It’s one thing to spend 


focus on education. I also remember 
‘s another thing 
to make sure we understand how to achieve 
And 


that means trusting local folks to chart the 


money at the Federal level: it 


educational excellence for every child. 


path to excellence. The people who care 
more about the children in a respective com- 
munity are the people who live in the com- 
Fed- 
eral resources, we need to trust the local peo- 
ple by passing power out of Washington, DC, 
to run their public schools in America, and 
at the same time, 


munity. And so while we'll focus some 


we've got to insist upon 
results. 
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You do that every single day with your 
businesses. The Federal Government ought 
to start doing that, as well. And so we're 
going to say, “There’s more money for you 
but show us whether or not children are 
learning to read and write and add and sub- 
tract. You measure, you show us so that not 
one single child gets left behind.” 

Another priority is the defense of the 
country. It’s a solemn, solemn task of the 
President to keep the peace, which means 
we've got to prioritize spending in the mili- 
tary. And it starts with making sure we pay 
our troops more money. And so my budget 
says, there’s more money for those who wear 
the uniform and better housing for those who 
wear the uniform and taking care of the vet- 
erans, for those who used to wear the uni- 
form. 

Another priority is health care. We've got 
a plan to take care of the working uninsured 
by refundable tax credits. We double the 
Medicare budget over a 10 year period of 
time. Another priority is to make sure that 
the Social Security system is safe and secure. 
And it starts with spending the Social Secu- 
rity money on only one thing—Social Secu- 
_ 

So this is a budget that I submitted that 
sets priorities. It increases what’s called dis- 
cretionary spending by 4 percent. That's 
enough to fund our priorities and keep our 
commitments without overburdening work- 
ing folks and small-business owners. Now, 
part of the consternation here in Washington 
is that I don’t want to spend as much money 
as they used to spend up here. By setting 
priorities and focusing and remembering 
whose money it is we're spending, I think 
we can slow the rate of growth down. 
at the end of last time, the last 
session, discretionary spending increased 8 
percent. That’s a lot, particularly when you're 
talking in terms of trillions. And so we've 
said, “Let’s be responsible with the people’s 
Let’s focus, let’s meet needs, but let’s 


You see, 


money. 
always remember whose money it is in the 
first place.” 

There is a lot of discussion about debt re- 
duction, and that’s a worthy discussion. The 
budget I submitted pays down $2 trillion in 
debt. That's all the debt that’s coming due 


over the next 10 years—that’s $2 trillion over 
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10 years. People say, “Why don’t you pay 
down more?” And for those of you v who have 
debt, long-term debt, know there is a cost 
to prepaying debt. And it doesn’t make any 
sense to pay a premium to prepay debt with 
the people's money. That's not good fiscal 
policy. It doesn't bring any common sense 
to the budget. 

But when we discuss debt, 
Members of Congress to understand there 
is more than just Government debt. There 
is credit card debt that burdens working peo- 
And 
that 
planning what to do with the 
money that we not only pay debt 


also want 


ple. There is debt in the private sector. 
it seems to make common sense to me 
when we're 
pe ople’s 
at the national level, but we give people some 
take it in 
the first place, so they can manage their own 
debt, so that small businesses can manage 
their debt. 

I set aside in our budget over a 
10 year period, the 10-year budget, for con- 
tingencies. So there is a trillion over 10 that’s 


of their own money back or don’t 


money 


not spent, just in case something comes up. 
What I’m trying to do is to lay out exactly 
what we've got planned for the country We 
increase discretionary spending by 4 percent. 
That's S than the inflation. 
That’s greater than most people's paychecks 
by $2 tril- 
of contin- 


greater rate of 
have risen by. We pay down debt 
We set a trillion debt 
gencies—I mean, $1 
And the 


the rest, because, 


lion aside 
trillion of contingency 
debate is, what to do with 


incredibly enough, 


money 
you se¢ 
result of hard work and the tax 


aS a your 


burden on the American people, there is still 
money left over. And so what do we do? 


And by the 


think we ought 


Way before 
to do 
the assumptions in the plan are conservative 


| tell you what 
I want you to know 


assumptions. For example, over the 10 year 
period it is assumed our economy will grow 
at 3.2 percent. We can do better than that 
in America. We don’t have such a 
pessimistic view of the productivity of the 


to have 


American people and the ingenuity of the 
entrepreneurs and the hard work of small- 
ell do better than that 


my fellow 


business people W 
So | want to 
that the assumptions in the 


Americans 
budget are very 
After all, in the 
first 4 months of this vear the cash flow com- 


assure 


conservative assumptions. 
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ing into our Treasury is $40 billion more than 
anticipated. And it seems like to me that if 
you're collecting $40 billion more than you 
thought, somebody is being overcharged. 

And so we've submitted a plan to Congress 
to provide meaningful tax relief. Let me give 
you some of the principles of the plan. First, 

| don’t believe in targeting tax cuts. I don't 
think the U.S. Congress ought to be able to 
pick and choose the winners in society. “You 
get the tax relief, and you don’t get the tax 
relief.” It makes sense that everybody who 
pays taxes, going to have tax relief, 
ought to get tax relief. That’s the fair 
to do things 

We need to begin the process of making 
the code more simple. And a good place to 
start is to reduce the number of rates there 
are. So we shrink the rates from five to four 
and drop all rates. The Tax Code is very un- 
fair to people at the bottom end of the eco- 
ladder. If you're struggling to get 
ahead in America, say for example, you're a 
single raising children, and you're at 
the $22,000-a-vear range, for every additional 
dollar you earn, the way this code is struc- 
tured you pay a higher marginal rate 
on that dollar than someone who's making 
$200,000. As the lady who's struggling 


if we're 
way 


homic 


mom 


today 


over 


to get ahead, trving to put food on the table 


for her family, makes additional dollars over 
time—if you're a waitress, for example, work- 
ing late at night—that additional dollar is 
taxed at a higher rate than someone making 
$200,000. That’s incredibly unfair, and it’s 
certainly not what America’s about, as far as 
I'm concerned. 

America ought to be about rewarding hard 
work, not punishing hard work. And so we 
drop the bottom rate from 15 percent to 10 
percent and increase the child credit from 
$500 to $1,000 per child. The code is not 
only unfair at pen alizing people who live on 
the outskirts of poverty, the code also sends 
the wrong signal when it comes to marriage. 
And we have a marriage penalty in the Tax 
Code that we need to fix. And so my plan 
that I'm submitting to Congress does just 
that. 

But I want to talk about two other aspects 
of the tax relief package that are very impor- 
tant and sometimes misunderstood. I strong- 
ly believe we need to drop the top rate from 
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39.6 to 33 percent. I've heard all the rhetoric 
about what that means, and so have you. But 
overlooked in the political hyperbole that 
tends to take place in our process is the fact 
that dropping the top rate from 39.6 to 33 
percent serves as a stimulus to small-business 
growth in America. 

The Treasury Department released a re- 
port earlier today on small-business owners 
who pay person: al income taxes and small 


businesses which pay at the highest rate of 


39.6. According to the Treasury Department, 
nationwide there are more than 17.4 million 
small-business and entrepreneurs 
who stand to benefit from dropping the top 
rate from 39.6 to 33 percent. 

The role of Government is not to create 
wealth. The role of Government is to create 
an environment in which the entrepreneurial 
person in America who works hard and 
dreams big can realize his or her dreams. 
That’s the role of Government. 

I've got three folks standing up here that 
will serve as vivid examples of small-business 
folks from respective States. And I want to 
explain the impact of what dropping the top 
rate means in terms of the number of people, 
number of small businesses, who will be af- 
fected. Again, I repeat for America to hear: 
Most small businesses don’t pay corporate 


owners 


taxes; most small businesses are sole propri- 
etors or Subchapter S’s. And their businesses 
are subject to personal income tax rates. 

Patty Nathe of the State of Florida rep- 
resents a State million 
small businesses and entrepreneurs who will 
benefit when we drop the top rate. Dennis 
Fugo from Ohio—Denise Fugo, who hap- 
pens to be head of the National Restaurant 
Association, represents a State that has more 
than 630,000 small-business owners and en- 
trepreneurs who will benefit. And Brad 
Drake from the State of South Dakota, an 
entrepreneur and small-business owner, rep- 
resents a State with 55,000 small-business 
owners and entrepreneurs in a State who will 
benefit from dropping the top rate from 39.6 
to 33 percent. 

It is very important for Congress to hear 
from you. It is also import int for C /ongress 
to understand the impact small businesses 
have on our economy and to always keep that 
in mind. If we want to have a strong economy 


where there is one 
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and a strong America, it is important to un- 
derstand that small businesses generate 5] 
percent of the private sector GDP and that 
small businesses provide 75 percent of the 
net new jobs in America. 

The small-business owner is incredibly im- 
portant to the future of this country. And this 
tax relief plan is aimed at encouraging capital 
formation and capital growth in the small- 
business sector of America. And the Can- 
gress must understand that and must hear 
from you all. 

The tax relief plan will increase cash flow 
of small businesses, giving folks more re- 
sources to buy more equipment and, as im- 
portantly, hire more workers. This tax relief 
plan gives people a chance from both polit- 
ical parties to send a clear signal that we are 
allies here in Washington of the small-busi- 
not adversaries, that we encour- 
age small business growth, that we under- 
stand the importance of the entrepreneur in 
the American economic sector. 


ness owner, 


And I hope as you all become involved in 
this process, that you help fight through the 
noise, the background chatter. the kind of 
political clutter that tends to fog the real 
issue. And the real issue is, how do we get 
money in the pockets of our entrepreneurs, 
after we meet basic obligations of Govern- 
ment, after we increase discretionary spend- 
ing by 4 percent, and pay down taxes? 

The fundamental debate is, what to do? 
And the apologists, those who don’t stand on 
the side of the entrepreneur, want to say, 
“Use every excuse in the business to keep 
your money in Washington.” They want to 
grow the size of Government. I don’t. I want 
to grow the size of the private sector by giv- 
ing you your money back. 

And there’s another debate that’s taking 
place that affects you directly. And it’s sheut 
the death tax. I don’t think it’s fair to tax 
a person’s assets twice. | don’t think it’s fair 
for the small-business owner or the farmer 
or the rancher to work their life so they can 
pass their asset or their business on to a rel- 
ative or a family member and have it taxed 
twice, once when you make the income and 
secondly after you die. I hope—I hope—that 





vou stand with us, not only to make sure that 
the tax relief plan is fair, staying with us to 
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make sure that dropping that top rate—peo- 
ple hear what it does for the incredibly vital 
sector of America, the American economy, 
which is the small-business sector—but also 
stand with us in sending that message loud 
and clear, that we need to get rid of the death 
tax in the Tax Code 

I urge you to let your Senator know, or 
Senators know, what your opinion is | be- 


lie ve you Cali have 


, . 
a big mipact on how folks 
think up here I certainly feel like we're mak 


ing progress by reminding pe of the 


practic alities of budgeting and the common- 
sense approach to what to do with your 
money 

But you need to let people know what they 
ought to be doing wi ith your money, too. And 
a choice is the ( hoice Is growing our econ- 


omy or growing the Government. | just want 
+] 


to assure you iat weve got umple money 
: : , 

to meet our needs And if we dont pass 
money back, | just know what’s going to hap 


pe n to it. It's going to hye spe nt Lau ohter 
It’s like the grandmother in Council Bluffs 

( uring a speech She said she has 

baked i lot ol cookies lth he I day And she’s 


 . i. os 
seen chudaren anda Granachiaren come 
j 
i every time she s lett 


! ! 1 l 
through her house. An 


, " , ! A ' 

the cooKies on the plat hey have been 
er ’ 

eaten Laughtei And that’s how I view the 


bud ret process Laughte ! 


Finally, | want to urge you to be involved 
in your communities. | know you are in hiring 
people. But as entrepreneurs and concerned 
citizens, it’s also important to be involved in 
your schools, to help fund and staff the pro 
grains that literally change America, one fac 
it a tine 

You see, the great strengt h of America are 
thi people of our country, the dreamers and 
doers and people who Cah acc omplish things. 
People not only figure out how to make 
living by using the ir bri un but also hgure out 
how to make their neighborhoods better by 
following their hearts. | hope you sponsor 
mentoring programs, so that all children feel 
like somebody cares about them in our soci- 
ety. | hope you get involved with after-school 
programs, that may be sponsored by the Boys 


and Girls Clubs of America. The greatness 


i 1 
of the country really, really exists because 


Americans care about our tuture. 
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There is a role for Government, but I un- 
derstand how limited it is. I oftentimes tell 
people I wish I could sign the law that Says 
we'll love each other like we'd like to loved 
ourself. That’s not the role of Government. 
But it is the role of the President to lift the 
spirit of the country and to call upon the best. 
And the best are sitting right here. And | 
urge you to go back to your community and 
make a difference in somebody's life 

God bless you all, and God bless America. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks 
he referred to Secretary of Labor Elaine Lan 
Chao, who introduced the President 


Proclamation 7416—National Girl 
Scout Week, 2001 
Var h 16. 2001 


By the President of the United States 


of Ameri 


4 Proclamation 
marks the S9th 
the founding of the ¢ Cirl Scouts of th 
States of America 


founded the organization as a way to give 


This week nniversary of 
» United 
Juliette Gordon Low 
girls greater opportunities to develop skills 
and to mentor them in knowled; ge and char- 
acter. Promoting leadership and altruism, the 
Girl Scouts organization has played a unique 


, 
and im port unt role ji 


1 preparing millions of 
girls to miaste! aidcee and to pursue 
drean 

The Girl Scouts offers many ways for 
a rs to explore their interests and tal- 
ents P: varticipation spanning five levels 


girls ‘s 5 to learn the importance of 
ane cals s as they strive to fulfill the high- 
est ideals of good citizenship. The pure en- 
joyment of camping and other recreational 
activities is matched with lessons in compas- 
sionate caring for their neighbors 

Today, almost 3 million girls and more 
than 900,000 adult volunteers reap the bene- 
fits of involvement with this beloved and en- 
Guiding America’s next 
Girl Scouts helps 
individuals to reach their full potential and 
builds a brighter future for our great Nation. 


during organization. 


generation of leaders, the 
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 11 through 
March 17, 2001, as National Girl Scout 
Week. I call on the people of the United 
States to observe the 89th anniversary of the 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America 
with appropriate ceremonies and _ activities. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of March, in the 


year of our Lord two thousand one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and twentv-fifth. 
George W. Bush 
Filed with the Office cf the Federal Register, 


8:45 a.m., March 19, 2001 


NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on March 20 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 


March 12 

In the morning, the President traveled 
from Camp David, MD, to Panama City, FL, 
and in the afternoon, he returned to Wash- 
ington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Paula J. Dobriansky to be Under 
Secretary of State for Global Affairs 

The President announced the designation 
of Dale Cabaniss as Chairman of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority. 


March 13 

[In a morning ceremony in the Oval Office, 
the President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Cyrille Oguin of Benin, 


Usha Jeetah of Mauritius, Yang Jiechi of 


China, Knut Vollebaek of Norway, Vygaudus 
Usackas of Lithuania, and Rostom Al-Zoubi 
of Syria. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Roy A. Bernardi to be Assistant 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment for Community Planning and Develop- 
ment. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William James Haynes to be Gen- 
eral Counsel at the Department of Defense. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Victoria Clarke to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of Defense for Public Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael Chertoff to be Assistant 
Attorney General for the Criminal Division 
at the Department of Justice. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with President Fernando 
de la Rua of Argentina at the White House 
for a working visit on April 19. 


March 14 


In the morning, the President traveled to 
Plainfield, NJ. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to East Brunswick, NJ, and later, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Richard J. Egan to be Ambassador 
to Ireland. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William Burns to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of State for the Near East. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lou Gallegos to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of Agriculture for Administration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Powell A. Moore to be Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John Charles Weicher to be Assist- 
ant Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment and serve as Federal Housing Com- 
mussioner 

The White House announced that the 
President added the responsibility of leading 
the U.S. engagement in support of the 
Northern Ireland peace process to Richard 
Haass’ February 6 nomination to be Director 
of Policy and Planning at the State Depart- 
ment. 


March 15 

In the afternoon, the President met sepa- 
rately with World Boxing Association Heavy- 
weight Champion Johnny Ruiz and National 
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PTA Phoebe Apperson Hearst Outstanding 
Educator Award winner Katha Black in the 
Oval Office. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gene Hickok to be Under Sec- 
retary of Education. 


March 16 

In the afternoon, the President went to 
Camp David, MD. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Samuel W. Bodman to be Deputy 
Secretary of Commerce. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ann Laine Combs to be Assistant 
Secretary of Labor. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kathleen B. Cooper to be Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Economic Af- 
fairs. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan at the White House on 
March 23. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with King Juan Carlos 
I of Spain on March 28. 

The White House announced that the 
President will travel to Quebec City, Canada, 
for the third Summit of the Americas on 
April 20-22. 

The White House announced that the 
President will travel to Japan, South Korea, 
and China in October. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





- ; st : 
The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the | \ominations 
to the § f For 


eigen S 


mittec 


The le re 

of the Dist to be Solicitor 
General of the United States, vice Seth Wax- 
man, resigned. 
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Dov S. Zakheim, 
of Maryland, to be Under Secretary of De- 
fense (Comptroller), vice William J. Lynn III. 


Submitted March 15 


Kenneth I. Juster, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Under Sec- 
retary of Commerce for Export Administra- 
tion, vice William Alan Reinsch, resigned. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released March 13 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Argentine 
President To Visit Washington 


Released March 15 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Appoint- 
ment of the Counterintelligence Executive 
Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
the designation of Richard N. Haass to lead 
U.S. engagement in support of the Northern 
Ireland peace process 


Released March 16 


Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
President’s Attendance at Summit of the 
Americas 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
President’s Travel to Asia 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
Visit by King Juan Carlos I of Spain 
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Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
Visit by United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan 


Announcement on the President’s signing 
H.J. Res. 19 (Public Law No. 107-4) 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved March 13 


H.R.559 / Public Law 107-2 
To designate the United States courthouse 
located at 1 Courthouse Way in Boston, Mas- 
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sachusetts, as the “John Joseph Moakley 
United States Courthouse” 


S.279 / Public Law 107-3 

Affecting the representation of the majority 
and minority membership of the Senate 
Members of the Joint Economic Committee 


Approved March 16 


H.J. Res. 19 / Public law 1074 

Providing for the appointment of Walter E. 
Massey as a citizen regent of the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution 
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